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Introduction

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) was developed in 2004 with the objective of
enhancing cooperation between the enlarged EU and neighbouring countries and thus
strengthen prosperity, stability and security in the region. The ENP framework now extends
to 16 of EU's closest neighbours — Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Morocco, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Syria,
Tunisia and Ukraine. The ENP, which is chiefly a bilateral policy between the EU and each
partner country, is further enriched with regional and multilateral co-operation initiatives
such as the Eastern Partnership (launched in Prague in May 2009), and the Union for the
Mediterranean (the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, formerly known as the Barcelona
Process, re-launched in Paris in July 2008).

The development of a Common Knowledge and Innovation Space (CKIS) linked to the EU
2020 smart growth pillar and its Innovation Agenda flagship initiative is one of the main
priorities spelled out by the EU’s new Neighbourhood Policy strategy of May 2011. The CKIS
is meant to cover policy dialogue, national and regional capacity-building, cooperation in
research and innovation, as well as increased mobility opportunities for students,
researchers and academics.

The EU's Seventh Framework Programme (2007-13) (FP7), which is the main instrument to
implement the EU research and innovation policy, has already paved the way to the CKIS
achievement. Through the general opening of the programme and targeted international
activities, the FP7 participation of stakeholders from ENP countries has indeed been very
strong. Projects with an international component have been funded across all specific
programmes of FP7. Theme-oriented international cooperation activities have developed
under the FP7 ‘Cooperation’ programme and international mobility under the FP7 ‘People’
programme. The FP7 ‘ldeas’ programme has supported excellence in frontier research and
has provided individual top international researchers with opportunities to participate in
European-led teams. Furthermore, the FP7 ‘Capacities’ programme has contributed to
optimise the use and development of research infrastructures, enhance the innovative
capacities of SMEs, support regional research-driven clusters, bring European society and
science closer together, and provide for horizontal actions and measures underlining
international cooperation.

This booklet presents a selection of FP7 projects, which, among all those involving partners
from the Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPCs)! or the Eastern Partnership countries,
directly contribute to the achievement of the CKIS. It is noteworthy that a majority of these
projects are Activities of International Cooperation, a priority of the FP7 'Capacities'
programme which supports international science and technology (S & T) cooperation
policies and reinforces scientific relations with third countries. The projects are organised in

! Associated Countries to the Framework Programme, as having a distinct status to other ENP countries, will not be taken
into account by this criterion.
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nine thematic chapters, and for each project a short description and a list of all participating
organisations and contact persons are provided.
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J-Eracenter

The National Energy Research Center (NERC) as a centre of excellence for EU-
Jordan S & T cooperation: towards Jordan’s integration into the ERA

Period: 01/11/2010 to 31/10/2013
Total cost: EUR 602 479

Budget from EC: EUR 499 233
Contract number: 295073

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The overarching aim of the J-ERAcenter is
to contribute to the effective integration
of Jordan into ERA, through building the
National Energy Research Centre’s (NERC)
organisational, strategic and human
capacities to actively participate in
European S&T partnerships and execute
large-scale projects in the key area of
Renewable Energy, with a view to creating
a centre of excellence within Jordan and
actively promoting further dissemination
and replication in the region. Specifically
J-ERAcenter aims: - To build capacities in
international R&D cooperation and EU
project management, by providing
targeted training to NERC staff and
researchers and enable them to replicate
the knowledge benefiting a wider target
group of researchers in Jordan. - To
strengthen direct links between research
teams of NERC and their EU counterparts
and initiate joint R&D initiatives in the
area of Renewable Energy, through a
series of networking/ partnering events
and facilitating mobility of researchers. -
To ensure firm and sustainable
implementation of the  enhanced
capacities at NERC with a view to

12

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: NATIONAL
RESEARCH CENTER

ENERGY

promoting the centre’s international
competitiveness and improve its response
to socio-economic challenges; through
implementing specific internationalisation,
visibility, IP and  competitiveness
strategies (for enhancement of the
institutional development strategy), and
the implementation of a R&D Cooperation
Unit.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

J-ERAcenter should promote the visibility
and impact of this pilot action, positioning
NERC as a Centre of Excellence for EU-
Jordan RTD cooperation, via targeted
multiplication and dissemination actions
(networking events, info-days, seminars).
Jordan’s leading research centre in
Renewable Energy is the main beneficiary
and coordinator, due to its high multiplier
potential to act as catalyst for integration
into ERA, and the importance of research
to both regions. The consortium includes
EU partners with  complementary
expertise in the scientific field and EU
project management.



COORDINATOR

NATIONAL ENERGY RESEARCH
CENTRE

Salamah Walid
walid@nyit.edu.jo

+962 6 535 65 74

Jordan

CONTRACTORS

FACHHOCHSCHULE
TECHNIKUM WIEN

Natalie Priiggler
natalie.prueggler®@technikum-
wien.at

+43(0)660-6512128

Austria

UNIVERSIDAD DE ALICANTE
Roberto Escarré Uruefia
rescarre@ua.es

+34 96590 9703

Spain

UNIVERSIDAD DE MURCIA
Antonio Fernando Gémez
Skarmeta
skarmeta@um.es

+34 868884607

Spain
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JORIEW

Improving capacity of Jordanian Research in Integrated Renewable Energy and

Water supply

Period: 01/11/2010 to 31/10/2013
Total cost: EUR 602 479

Budget from EC: EUR 499 233
Contract number: 266579

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The objective of the JoRIEW project is to
reinforce the cooperation capacities of
Jordanian research centres by promoting
closer scientific collaboration with a
number of ERA-located research centres
and universities. The JoRIEW project will
help structure and enhance S&T
cooperation in areas of common interest,
such as research system integration,
integrated energy and water planning,

and development of water supply
systems that can be powered by
intermittent renewable energies, in

particular flexible pumping techniques
and reverse osmosis  desalination
technology, where joint research efforts
could bring common solutions and mutual
benefits. It opens a new chapter of
scientific cooperation between the EC and
Jordan, an important partner in the EU’s
neighbourhood policy.

ACTIVITIES

Improving  Jordanian  capacities in
research will be achieved through:

» the networking of Jordanian and EU
research centres in view of disseminating

14

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: HASHEMITE UNIVERSITY

scientific information, identifying partners
and setting up joint research;
» developing training modules to build

competency and facilitate Jordanian
participation in FP7;
» developing the Jordanian research

strategy for sustainable and renewable
energy and water desalination in order to
increase its scope, and to improve its
responses to the socioeconomic needs of
Jordan and other countries in the region.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The JoRIEW project actions aim to
enhance international cooperation with
Jordan by including S&T capacity-building
activities (human resources, research
policy, networks of researchers and
research institutes). The project will
enable  Jordanian researchers  to
contribute to the solution of local,
regional and global problems and to

economic and social development.
Enhanced research capacity will also
encourage researchers to compete

internationally in terms of scientific
excellence and increase their incentives to
continue to base their research activities
in Jordan.



COORDINATOR

HASHEMITE UNIVERSITY
Mousa Mohsen
msmohsen®@hu.edu.jo
+962 79 9050 772
Jordan

CONTRACTORS

SVEUCILISTE U ZAG REBU,
FAKULTET STROJARSTVA |
BRODOGRADNJE

Neven Duic
neven.duic@fsb.hr
+385915285443

Croatia

CENTRE FOR RESEARCH AND

TECHNOLOGY HELLAS
George Giannopoulos
certh@certh.gr

+30 2310 498210
Greece

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
MACEDONIA

Vaios Tzikas

rc@uowm.gr

+30 24610 56400
Greece

ALBORG UNIVERSITET
Henrik Lund
lund@plan.aau.dk
+4599408309
Denmark

MASINSKI FAKULTET -
UNIVERZITETA U NISU
Miroslav Trajanovic
traja@masfak.ni.ac.rs
+381 18 500 662
Serbia

TUDOMANYO S ES
TECHNOLOGIAI ALAPITVANY
Dora Groo
dora.groo®tetalap.hu

+36 1 2147714

Hungary
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MATS

Multipurpose Applications by Thermodynamic Solar

Period: 19/07/2011 to 18/01/2015
Total cost: EUR 20 457 086
Budget from EC: EUR 11 755 050
Contract number: 268219

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

MATS project aims at promoting the
exploitation of concentrated solar energy
through small and middle-scale facilities,
suitable to fulfil local requirements of
power and heat, and easy to back-up with
the renewable fuels already available
locally or that can be expressly produced.
More particularly, MATS project is focused
on the innovative CSP technology
developed by ENEA as an improvement to
its solar thermodynamic technology
based on molten salts as heat transfer
fluid. This technology, referred to as
TREBIOS, allows combined heat and
power production from a solar source
integrated with renewable fuels, such as
biomass, biogas and industrial residues.

ACTIVITIES

The implementation of the project allows
for testing of the CSP (concentrating solar
power) technology in a location very
advantageous with regard to the solar
radiation rate, as an example for the
diffusion of this technology to other
Mediterranean countries.

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project

Coordinator: AGENZIA NAZIONALE PER LE
NUOVE TECNOLOGIE, L’ENERGIA E LO
SVILUPPO  ECONOMICO  SOSTENIBILE

EXPECTED IMPACT

The expected impact of the project is to
start up the development of specialised
local industries in the Mediterranean
countries.
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COORDINATOR

AGENZIA NAZIONALE PER
LE NUOV E TECNOLOGIE,
L’'ENERGIA E LO SVILUPPO
ECONOMICO SOSTENIBILE
Fabrizio Fabrizi
fabrizio.fabrizi@enea.it
+39 06 30483869

Italy

CONTRACTORS

TECNIMONT KT - KINETICS
TECHNOLOGYSPA
Gaetano laquaniello
iaquaniello.g@ktispa.it
+390660216231

Italy

ACADEMY OF SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY
ASRT

Amr Radwan

amm®sti.sci.eg
+20227921286

Egypt

NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY AUTHORITY
Khaled Fekry
khfekry@maktoob.com
+200123760002

Egypt

DELFT ENVIRONMENT, SONIA
ABDEL FATTAH SALEM AND CO
Sonia Abdel Fattah
s.salem@delft-
environment.net

+202 35877527

Egypt

FRAUNHOFER-GESELLSCHAFT
ZUR FORDERUNG DER
ANGEWANDTEN FORSCHUNG
EV.

Maximilian Steiert
maximilian.steiert@®zv.fraunho
ferde

+49 89 12052721

Germany

CRANFIELD UNIVERSITY
Christopher Sansom
clsansom@cranfield.ac.uk
+441234752955

United Kingdom

NAGUIB ONSI SAWIRIS & CO
JOINT STOCK COMPANY
Ashraf Sami Moussa
ashraf.sami®orascomci.com
+202 2461 1230

Egypt

COMMISSARIAT A L'ENERGIE
ATO MIQUE ET AUX ENERGIES
ALTERNATIVES

Yves Hussenot
yves.hussenot@cea.fr

+33 4 3878 3226

France

ARCHIMEDE SOLAR ENERGY
SRL

Paolo Martini
paolo.martini®angelantoni.it
+393666629958

Italy

RONDA SPA

Luigi Apolloni
info@ronda.it
+390445385600
Italy
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PERA

Palestine for European Research Area

Period: 01/04/2011 to 31/03/2013
Total cost: EUR 508 754

Budget from EC: EUR 454 614
Contract number: 266605

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The PERA project aims to strengthen
capacities of the Palestine Technical
University — Kadoorie (PTUK), while
developing it as an international centre of
excellence, and reinforcing the
cooperation capacities and research
activities in Palestinian’s water and
energy sectors by defining water and
energy research priorities to respond to
socioeconomic needs, facilitating
participation in European water and
energy research initiatives and inclusion
in the European research area.

ACTIVITIES

The project will support the coordination
between policy, research and business in
the field of water and energy in Palestine.
By setting up a Palestinian environmental
national contact point (NCP), it will enable
a better participation of Palestine in
framework  programmes  and
contribute to enhance the EU-Palestine

will

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: PALESTINE TECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY - KADOORIE (PTUK)

S&T partnerships in energy and water
research. The project will also focus on
building the capacities of PTUK’s for
solving specific energy and water
problems, and will contribute to
strengthen its cooperation capacities by
developing a strateqy of research
valorisation and internationalisation of
the centre.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The main impact of PERA will be the
increased capacities of the PTUK centre
and the structuring and enhancement of
the existing EU-Palestinian territories
support landscape in energy and water
S&T cooperation in a threefold way by: (i)
supporting the participation of Palestine
in FP7, (ii) knitting together all relevant
support schemes, and (iii) facilitating both
the uptake of water and energy research
areas and the monitoring of the
performance and impacts of this
cooperation.
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COORDINATOR

PALESTINE TECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY — KADOORIE
(PTUK)

Hilmi S. Salem
hilmisalem®yahoo.com
+970 9 267 1026
Palestinian-administered
areas

CONTRACTORS

POLITECNICO DI TORINO
Marco Parvis
marco.parvis@polito.it
+39 11 0904114

Italy

EUROPE FOR BUSINESS LTD
Leonardo Piccinetti
Lpiccinetti®e4business.eu
+32478431458
+442076917131

United Kingdom

FUNDACIO CTM CENTRE
TECNOLOGIC

Martin Juanjo
juanjo.martin@ctm.com.es
+34 938777373

Spain
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WELL

Water and Energy for Life in Libya

Period: 01/07/2012 to 30/06/2014
Total cost: EUR 556.003

Budget from EC: EUR 495.769
Contract number: 295143

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The WELL project aims to strength the
capacities of the General Water Authority
while turning it into an international
centre of excellence, and reinforcing the
cooperation capacities and research
activities in Libyan’s water and energy
sectors by defining research priorities in
water and energy to respond to socio-
economic needs, facilitating participation
in the European water and energy
research initiatives and inclusion in the
European Research Area. Considering the
actual crisis in Libya, the WELL project
represents a model to overtake “standard”
CSA project, pointing out the importance
of the Governance inside the “Triple Helix”
(Policy, Research and Business) in Libya
and fostering capacities of GWA to
participate at FP7 Calls.

The specific objectives of WELL project
are:

Better Coordination Between Policy,
Research and Business in Libya

Enabling Better Participation in
Framework Programmes

Enhancement of EU-LIBYA S&T
Partnership in Energy and Water Research

20

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: GENERAL WATER AUTHORITY

Capacity Building for Solving Specific
Energy and Water Issues

GWA'’s Strengthening and Cooperation
Capacities Reinforcement

Energy and Water Research Results
Dissemination

Fostering innovation in Libya through
active participation of SMEs in FP7

Increase job opportunities that
encourage gender equality in Libya, in
particular for young scientists

EXPECTED RESULTS

The main impact of WELL will be
increased capacities of the GWA centre
and the structuring and enhancement of
the existing EU-Libya support landscape
in Energy and Water S&T cooperation
through a fourfold way: (i) by proposing a
Research-focused Triple Helix Governance
Model to enhance stability in the Country,
(i) by supporting the participation of
Libya in the FP7 and other EU related
initiatives,  (iii)  knitting together all
relevant support schemes, and (iv)
facilitating both the uptake of water and
energy research areas and the monitoring
of the performance and impacts of this
cooperation.



COORDINATOR

GENERAL WATER AUTHORITY
Omar Salem

osalem®gwa.ly

+218 021 4872024

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

CONTRACTORS

FUNDACIO CTM CENTRE
TECNOLOGIC

Juanjo Martin
juanjo.martin@ctm.com.es
+34 938777373

Spain

FUNDACION CIRCE CENTRO DE
INVESTIGACION DE RECURSQOS
Y CONSUMOS ENERGETICOS
Miguel Angel Marco
mmarcof®unizar.es
+34-976-761863

Spain

REDINN SRL

Donatella Santoro
donatella.santoro@redinn.eu
+390642013852

Italy
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CHAPTER 2: ENVIRONMENT

BAT4MED - Boosting Best Available Techniques in the Mediterranean Partner Countries

CB-WR-MED - Capacity Building for direct Water Reuse in the Mediterranean Area (Activities
of International Cooperation)

CLIMB - Climate Induced changes on the hydrology of Mediterranean basins: reducing
uncertainty and quantifying risk through an integrated monitoring and modelling system

CLIM-RUN - Climate Local Information in the Mediterranean region: Responding to User
Needs

DEBPAL2 - Reinforcing Capacity Building for Defending Biodiversity in the Palestinian
Territories (Activities of International Cooperation)

EcoArm2ERA - EU cooperation capacity-building of the Centre for Ecological-Noosphere
Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia: towards Armenia’s
integration into the European research area (Activities of International Cooperation)

ENVIROGRIDS - Building Capacity for a Black Sea Catchment Observation and Assessment
System supporting Sustainable Development

FUME - Forest fires under climate, social and economic changes in Europe, the
Mediterranean and other fire-affected areas of the world

INCOMMET - Improving National Capacities in Observation and Management of Marine
Environment in Tunisia (Activities of International Cooperation)

MEDINA - Marine Ecosystem Dynamics and Indicators for North Africa
MEDSEA - MEDiterranean Sea Acidification in a changing climate
MOICT - Morocco Research Advance in ICT for Water (Activities of International Cooperation)

PEGASO - People for Ecosystem-based Governance in assessing sustainable development
of Ocean and Coast

PERSEUS - Policy-oriented marine Environmental Research in the Southern EUropean Seas

PROMITHEAS-4 - Knowledge transfer and research needs for preparing mitigation/
adaptation policy portfolios

SASPARM - Support Action for Strengthening Palestinian-administrated Areas capabilities
for Seismic Risk Mitigation (Activities of International Cooperation)

SUDSOE - Spontaneous clearance in Patients acutely infected with HCV — Immune
profiling, Novel biomarkers and X-omics approaches (Activities of International Cooperation)
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BAT4MED

Boosting Best Available Techniques in the Mediterranean Partner Countries

Period: 01/12/2010 to 31/05/2013
Total cost: EUR 1 151 853

Budget from EC: EUR 943 365
Contract number: 265327

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

BAT4MED's main objective is to ensure a
higher level of environmental protection
of the Mediterranean region, minimising
the negative impacts associated with the
activities of the key industrial sectors.
With this aim, the possibilities for and
impact of diffusing the EU Integrated
Pollution Prevention and Control approach
to the Mediterranean partner countries
(MPC) will be assessed and the
implementation of best available
techniques in the national environmental
programmes Wwill be promoted and
supported. BAT4MED aims to help
implement the EU’s technologies action
plan by supporting the transfer and
uptake of environmental technologies in
developing countries. Industrial pollution
processes account for a considerable
share of the overall pollution in the
Mediterranean region. Though awareness
of environmental issues related to
industrial pollution has notably grown in
the last decades, pollution monitoring
shows that positive results have hardly
been achieved. The goal of the project
justifies its transnational dimension, since
pollution in the Mediterranean has a

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: INSTITUTO ANDALUZ DE
TECNOLOGIA

global dimension and cannot be tackled
separately by each single country.

ACTIVITIES

The project brings together eight
organisations from six countries: four
organisations from three EU Member
States (Spain, Belgium, Italy), three from
three MPC (Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco) and
one international organisation based in
Egypt to build mutual understanding
through  established networking in
industrial pollution prevention and control.

Firstly, BAT4MED will analyse the
industrial context in the MPC to select the
most promising sectors with the highest
environmental benefit potential. Secondly,
a methodology for BAT assessment will
be designed and applied and BAT will be
selected for each identified sector taking
into account local conditions. Lastly, an
analysis of potential convergence of MPC
policies with the EU approach will be
carried out. The project includes an
ambitious set of awareness creation and
dissemination activities.
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COORDINATOR

INSTITUTO ANDALUZ
DE TECNOLOGIA.
Eva Pérez Pulido
evaperez®iat.es
+34 95 4468010
Spain

CONTRACTORS

VLAAMSE INSTELLING VOOR
TECHNOLOGISCH ONDERZOEK
N.V.

Karl Vrancken
karl.vrancken@vito.be

+32 14 335892

Belgium

SCUOLA SUPERIORE DI
STUDI UNIVERSITARI E DI
PERFEZIONAMENTO
SANT’ANNA

Pietro Tonutti
m.vignoni@sssup.it

+39 050 883528

Italy

AGENCIA DE RESIDUS
DE CATALUNYA
Roger Garcia
rgarcia@cprac.org
+34 93 5538790
Spain

EGYPTIAN ENVIRONMENTAL
AFFAIRS AGENCY

Maysoun Nabil Ali
maysounali®hotmail.com
+20 2 25261419

Egypt

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL

DES TECHNOLOGIES DE
L’ENVIRONNEMENT DE TUNIS
Kamel Saidi
assistance@citet.nat.tn

+216 71 206 433

Tunisia

ASSOCIATION DU CENTRE
MAROCAIN

DE PRODUCTION PROPRE
Hanan Hanzaz
hanan.hanzaz@®cmpp.ma
+212 522 997 053
Morocco

CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT FOR
THE ARAB REGION AND
EUROPE

Hossam Allam
hallam®cedare.int

+20 2 24513921

Egypt
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CB-WR-MED

Capacity Building for direct Water Reuse in the Mediterranean Area

Period: 01/11/2010 to 30/04/2013
Total cost: EUR 549 064

Budget from EC: EUR 490 665
Contract number: 266609

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

In the Mediterranean region, pressure on
water resources is high, so there is no
water to waste. Water is becoming a
limiting factor for agricultural, and even
for industrial, development. Treated
wastewater is part of the community’s
water resources and one component of a
sustainable water management approach.
Directly reusing wastewater , instead of
discharging it in the network, reduces the
costs of treatment and avoids dumping
biological recalcitrant compounds into
water streams. To reach this objective,
water treatment should target: (i)
pollutants degradation, (ii) multi-purpose
water use, and (iii) sustainability of the
technologies. The reinforcement of
cooperation between EU and ENP
countries is necessary to implement
sustainable water management. The
project proposes to use the framework of
the FP7 programme ERA-WIDE to
reinforce the cooperation capacities of the
Centre of Water Researches and
Technologies (CERTE), a Tunisian research

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: CENTRE DE RECHERCHES
ET DES TECHNOLOGIES DES EAUX
Website: http://www.cbwrmed.eu/

centre, in specific areas where CERTE
already has expertise to build on its
competency and capacity. The topic
‘wastewater treatment for elimination of
recalcitrant compounds allowing multiuse
of the water and direct recycling and
avoiding pollution of water system’ is
considered the leitmotiv of this project.

ACTIVITIES

The project will focus on the
reinforcement of the R & D capacities of
CERTE, as well as on its regional and
international impact, with the ultimate
goal that R & D activities lead to a fruitful
cooperation with the EU for sustainable
water management in accordance with
national and European strategies. High
attention is given to capacity building on
EC cooperation and scientific research
through workshops, trainings, technical
visits and pilot plants upgrading. The
construction of a web platform and the
organization of a network and
international  conference  will  help
disseminate the results of these efforts.

25




COORDINATOR

CENTRE DE RECHERCHES ET
DES TECHNOLOGIES DES EAUX
Latifa Bousselmi
latifa.bousselmi®certe.rnrt.tn
+21679325122

Tunisia

CONTRACTORS

POLITECNICO DI TORINO
Emma Angelini
emma.angelini®polito.it
+39 11 0904642

Italy

CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE
Anne-Florence Remy
Anne-
florence.remy®@dr6.cnrs.fr
+33 3 83856076

France

FUNDACIO CTM CENTRE
TECNOLOGIC

David Smith
david.smith@ctm.com.es
+34938777373

Spain

EUROPE FOR BUSINESS LTD
Leonardo Piccinetti
Lpiccinetti®e4business.eu
+32478431458
+442076917131

United Kingdom

FUNDACION COMUNIDAD
VALENCIANA- REGION
EUROPEA

Juan Manuel Revuelta
cbonafe@delcomval.be
+3222824174

Spain
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CLIMB

Climate Induced changes on the hydrology of Mediterranean basins: reducing
uncertainty and quantifying risk through an integrated monitoring and

modelling system

Period: 01/01/2010 to 31/12/2013
Total cost: EUR 4 157 348

Budget from EC: EUR 3 148 945
Contract number: 244151

OBJECTIVES

CLIMB aims to employ and integrate
advanced field monitoring techniques,
remote sensing analyses and retrievals,
climate models auditing and integrated
hydrologic modelling and socioeconomic
factor assessment in a new conceptual
framework to significantly reduce existing
uncertainties in climate change impact
analysis. During its four-year design, an
analysis of climate change impacts on
available water resources will be targeted
on seven mesoscale river or aquifer
systems in ltaly (2), France, Tunisia,
Turkey, Gaza and Egypt. Each of the
selected sites includes one more of the
following components, which cause a
threat to future water security: high
agricultural productivity, irrigation, heavy
multisource nutrient loads and pollution,
seawater intrusion and growing water use
rivalries. Methodology CLIMB comprises
eight work packages (WP). WP 0 identifies
and fosters the scientific synergies within
a cluster with WASSERMed and CLICO and
other topic-related projects. The ultimate
goal of this WP is to establish a more
focused and efficient policy outreach. WP

27

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: LUDWIG- MAXIMILIANS-
UNIVERSITAT MUNCHEN

1 manages and coordinates the CLIMB
consortium internally. WP2 develops and
provides the common data infrastructure
for and throughout the project. WPs 3 to

6 focus on scientific research,
development and innovation of
technologies. These WPs are

interconnected by means of interfaces,

dependencies and feedback loops to
ensure an iterative reduction of
uncertainty and a more accurate

assessment of water-related ecological
and economic risk. WP 7 is devoted to the
interaction with stakeholders. It builds
upon scientific progress and ensures a
coherent  dissemination of  project
findings.

EXPECTED RESULTS

CLIMB will develop a site-specific set of
recommendations for an improved and
integrated monitoring and modelling
strategy for the assessment of the impact
of climate change on water resources and
use. Relevant sources of uncertainty in
the data and modelling chain will be
revealed, quantified and reduced. The
integration of hydrological model results



and socioeconomic factor analysis is
intended for the development of a GIS-

based modular vulnerability and risk
assessment tool. This tool will serve as a
platform for the dissemination of project
results, including communication with and
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planning for regional agriculture and
water resources experts and stakeholders
as well as for the discussion and
comparison of scientific results with
teams working in the abovementioned
cluster.



COORDINATOR

LUDWIG-MAXIMILIANS-
UNIVERSITAT MUNCHEN
Ralf Peter Ludwig
rludwig@lmu.de
+49-89-2180-6677
Germany

CONTRACTORS

AGRIS SARDEGNA - AGENZIA
PER LA RICERCA IN
AGRICOLTURA

Antonino Soddu
asoddu®agrisricerca.it
+39-(0)70-2011223

Italy

CHRISTIAN-ALBRECHT
SUNIVERSITAT ZU KIEL
Rainer Duttmann
rduttmann®uv.uni-kiel.de
+49-431-8807246
Germany

CENTRE NATIONAL DU
MACHINISME AGRICOLE, DU
GENIE RURAL, DES EAUX ET
DES FORETS

Nicolas Baghdadi
nicolas.baghdadi®@teledetectio
n.fr

+33-4-67548724

France

CENTRE DE RECHERCHES ET
DES TECHNOLOGIES DES EAUX
Sihem Benabdallah
sihem.benabdallah@certe.rnrt.tn
+216 79 325 199

Tunisia

CONSORZIO
INTERUNIVERSITARIO
NAZIONALE PER LA FISICA
DELLE ATMOSFERE E DELLE
IDROSFERE

Roberto Deidda
roberto.deidda@cinfai.it
+39 073 7616 803

Italy

CENTRO DI RICERCA, SVILUPPO
E STUDI SUPERIORI IN
SARDEGNA

Marino Marrocu
marrocu®crs4.it
+390709250226

Italy

DEUTSCHES ZENTRUM FUR
LUFTUND RAUMFAHRT E.V.
Glnter Strunz
Guenter.Strunz@dlr.de
+49 8153 28-2635
Germany

FORSCHUNGSZENTRUM
JULICH GMBH

Frank Wendland
f.wendland®@fz-juelich.de
+49-2461-612327
Germany

GEBZE YUKSEK TEKNOLOJI
ENSTITUSU

Guleda Engin
guleda@gyte.edu.tr
+90-262-6053210
Turkey

INSTITUT NATIONAL

DE LA RECHERCHE
SCIENTIFIQUE

Claudio Paniconi
claudio.paniconi®ete.inrs.ca
+1-418-654-3108

Canada
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JOANNEUM RESEARCH
FORSCHUNGSGESELLSCHAFT
MBH

Franz Prettenthaler
Franz.prettenthaler@joanneum
at

+43-316-8761536

Austria

UNIVERSITE D’ANGERS
Isabelle La Jeunesse
cellule.europe®@univ-angers.fr
+33 241 96 23 22

France

Islamic University of Gaza
Samir Afifi
safifi@iugaza.edu.ps
+972-59-9465665
Palestinian-administered
areas

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI
PADOV A

Giorgio Cassiani
giorgio.cassiani®@unipd.it
+39-049-8272084

Italy

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI
TRENTO

Alberto Bellin
alberto.bellin®@unitn.it
+39-0461-882614

Italy



CLIM-RUN

Climate Local Information in the Mediterranean region: Responding to User

Needs

Period: 01/03/2011 to 28/02/2014
Total cost: EUR 4 680 341

Budget from EC: EUR 3 489 334
Contract number: 265192

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

CLIM-RUN aims at developing a protocol
for applying new methodologies and
improved modelling and downscaling
tools for the provision of adequate
climate information at regional to local
scale that is relevant to and usable by
different sectors of society (policymakers,
industry, cities, etc.). The region of interest
for the project is the greater
Mediterranean area, which is particularly
important for two First, the
Mediterranean is a recognised climate
change hotspot, i.e. a region particularly
sensitive and vulnerable to global
warming. Second, while a number of
countries in central and northern Europe
already have well-developed climate
service networks in place (e.g. the United
Kingdom and Germany), no such network
is available in the Mediterranean.

reasons.

ACTIVITIES

Differently to current approaches, CLIM-
RUN will develop a bottom-up protocol
directly involving stakeholders early in the
process with the aim of identifying well-

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: AGENZIA NAZIONALE PER LE
NUOVE TECNOLOGIE, L’ENERGIA E LO
SVILUPPO ECONOMICO

Website: www.climrun.eu

defined needs at the regional to local
scale. The improved modelling and
downscaling tools will then be used to
optimally respond to these specific needs.
The protocol will be assessed by applying
it to relevant case studies involving
interdependent sectors, primarily tourism
and energy, and natural hazards (wild

fires) for representative target areas
(mountainous regions, coastal areas,
islands).

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

CLIM-RUN is thus also intended to provide
the seed for the formation of a
Mediterranean basin-side climate service
network which would eventually converge
into a pan-European network. The general
time horizon of interest for the project is
the period 2010-2050, a time horizon
that encompasses the contributions of
both  inter-decadal variability = and
greenhouse forced climate change. In
particular, this time horizon places CLIM-
RUN within the context of a new emerging
area of research, that of decadal
prediction, which will provide a strong
potential for novel research.
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COORDINATOR

AGENZIA NAZIONALE PER LE
NUOVE TECNOLOGIE,
L’'ENERGIA E LO SVILUPPO
ECONOMICO SOSTENIBILE
Paolo M Ruti
paolo.ruti®enea.it

+39 06 30484886

Italy

CONTRACTORS

THE CYPRUS RESEARCH AND
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Manfred Lange
m.a.lange@cyi.ac.cy

+357 22208621

Cyprus

METEO-FRANCE

Samuel Somot
samuel.somot@meteo.fr
+33(0)5.61.07.93.62
France

UNITED NATIONS
EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC
AND CULTURAL
ORGANIZATION - UNESCO
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DEBPALZ2

Reinforcing Capacity Building for Defending Biodiversity in the Palestinian

Territories

Period: 01/03/2012 to 28/02/2015
Total cost: EUR 499 587

Budget from EC: EUR 499 587
Contract number: 294936

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The Palestinian territories are an
emblematic case of massive biodiversity
loss (both natural and agricultural), which
has a series of severe consequences on
the state of the environment, of human
life and the economy. As the United
Nations Environment Programme stated
in 2003, biodiversity is one of the
fundamental pillars of the future
sustainable development of  the
Palestinian territories that presents all the
escalating environmental threats of the
Mediterranean region worsened by the
acute environmental degradation caused
by conflicts. In recent years, the most
critical conflict-related problem has been
the extensive land clearing (with the
connected soil  degradation, land
aridification, and erosion of biodiversity in
all its manifestations). The nearly 750 km
long separation barrier (‘Wall’) has
significant repercussions on biodiversity,
by causing the fragmentation of
ecosystems and habitats, and by cutting
natural ecological corridors, on the one
hand, and by eliminating traditional
agriculture on a wide scale, on the other.

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: AL QUDS UNIVERSITY -
FACULTY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -
BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT

The Palestinian territories, divided into
four main environmental-biogeographical
zones, are part of a ‘hotspot of
biodiversity”: the Mediterranean basin. To
qualify as a hotspot, a geographical
region has to be characterised both by
exceptional levels of plant endemism and
serious levels of habitat loss. It must
meet two criteria: it must contain at least
1 500 species of vascular plants as
endemics, and it has to have lost at least
70 % of its original habitat. In other
words, hotspots are the earth’s
biologically richest and most endangered
terrestrial ecoregions. The Palestinian
territories are an emblematic case of this
ecological degradation, and need to be
supported in their potential activities
addressed at protecting biodiversity.

The objective of the project is to increase
the capacity building of Al Quds University
in the strategic field of biodiversity
(including agro-biodiversity), and in the
interlinked fields of conservation and
restoration as requested by the
international Convention on Biological
Diversity, through a coherent plan
foreseeing networking and joint research
activities with the well-experienced Tuscia
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University; training in

technological
transfer towards local SMEs; training in
FP7 project appraisal and development of
its own research strategy

ACTIVITIES

The DEBPAL2 work plan consists of
different sets of activities.

»Networking and joint research activities
in biodiversity ~ conservation and
restoration and related socioeconomic
aspects, with a well experienced ltalian
university that has developed many
European projects in this field.

PTraining in technology transfer from
research to business with an Italian SME,
already involved in the demonstration of
new technologies and new business
systems in the Mediterranean area.
PTraining in the approach, selection,
preparation and submission of EU-funded
environmental projects; the Italian
university will develop the training as
regards environmental and biodiversity
conservation matters, and a Belgian non-
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profit association will develop the general
FP7 part.

»Development of Al Quds University’s
research/ policy strategy, able to support
the government in its environmental
planning activities, according to EU policy
and objectives.

»Dissemination and project management
activities.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The competences, techniques and
technologies that will be developed in Al
Quds University focus on integrating
biodiversity, cultural and social
perspectives into a coherent sustainable
landscape management. This approach is
strategic for the Palestinian territories but
also, in a larger dimension, for the whole
of the Mediterranean region, where the
erosion of biodiversity is worsening and
there is an increasing problem due to
climate change, the human impact on the
environment and the absence of
consistent global politics to combat and
control them.



COORDINATOR

AL QUDS UNIVERSITY
Samira Barghouthi
sbarghouthi3®@hotmail.com
+972-2791293
Palestinian-administered
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CONTRACTORS

VELTHA IVZW
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Belgium
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Bartolomeo Schirone
schirone®unitus.it
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Italy
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DI MARGHERITI MARIO EC
Elisabetta Margheriti
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o.it
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Italy
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ECOARMZ2ERA

EU Cooperation Capacity Building of Center for Ecological-Noosphere Studies
of National Academy of Sciences of Armenia: Towards Armenia’s integration

into the ERA

Period: 01/12/2011 to 30/11/2014
Total cost: EUR 560.700

Budget from EC: EUR 499.957
Contract number: 294924

OBJECTIVES

The central goal of the project is to reinforce
the cooperation capacities of Armenia’s
leading research institute in the field of
environmental research and ecology — the
Centre for Ecological-Noosphere Studies of
the National Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of Armenia (CENS). This overall goal
will be achieved through the following specific
objectives:

to define and promote a sustainable
development strategy for the CENS focusing

on the overall improvement of the
institution’s  capacities,  visibility = and
competitiveness;

- to develop a strateqgic partnership between
CENS and the Earth Sciences Institute,
University College Dublin (UCD), and the
Institute of Environmental Sciences,
University of Geneva (UNIGE), and to build
CENS’ capacity to acquire and carry out
international collaborative research
partnerships;

to build the competencies needed by
Armenian researchers and staff members in
order to participate in the FP7/FP8
programmes.

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: CENTER FOR ECOLOGICAL-
NOOSPHERE STUDIES NATIONAL
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE REPUBLIC
OF ARMENIA

Website: http://ecoarm2era.eu/

DESCRIPTION

EcoArm2ERA consists of five work packages
(WP) that contribute to the building of CENS’
capacities and to its integration into the
European research area.

- WP1, Strategy, comprises the organisation
of a strategy working group, the performance
of a SWOT analysis and the creation of the
corresponding strategic development agenda
for CENS. Apart from the valuable input from
the European twinning partners UCD and
UNIGE, additional advice will be sought
externally from appropriate bodies.

- WP2, Twinning, comprises the development
and implementation of a plan for joint
research. This includes, in particular, the
development and implementation of at least
two joint research projects and the initiation
of joint publications and joint research
proposals, as well as the setting up of a
virtual research laboratory between CENS and
its European twinning partners UCD and
UNIGE. Mutual study visits and the conducting
of the EcoArm2ERA scientific workshop and
EcoArm2ERA summer school are integral
parts of the twinning efforts and will enable
sustainable integration of CENS into the
European research area.
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- WP3, Training, comprises two different
training measures: (i) the preparation and
conducting of two FP7/FP8 training
workshops; and (ii) the implementation of a
coaching scheme which will enable on-going
practical and gquided training in FP7/ FP8
project management and acquisition of CENS
staff. Thus, rather than just theoretical
education, CENS staff will receive hands-on
training on the job.

« WP4, Project coordination/ dissemination,
supports the activities in all work packages.
The targeted project coordination and quality
control mechanisms will lay the basis for the
achievement of top-quality results and timely
delivery  within the given budgetary
constraints. Moreover, adequate risk
identification and handling procedures are in
place. The fact that CENS is directly supported
by the experienced partner GIRAF contributes
to the general effective-ness of the project
management activities and procedures. The
project’'s dissemination strategy will be
developed in order to deliver the planned
impacts.

« WP5, Project management.
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COORDINATOR

CENTER FOR ECOLOGICAL-
NOOSPHERE STUDIES OF
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF
SCIENCIES OF RA
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ashuk®list.ru

+37410569 331

Armenia

CONTRACTORS

GIRAF PM SERVICES GMBH
Andrey Girenko
a.girenko®giraf-pm.com
+49 170 3218955
Germany

UNIVERSITE DE GENEVE
Nicolas Ray
nicolas.ray®@unige.ch
+41 (0)22 379 07 84
Switzerland

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN,
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF
IRELAND, DUBLIN

Zorica Nedovi¢ -Budi¢
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ENVIROGRIDS

Building Capacity for a Black Sea Catchment Observation and Assessment
System supporting Sustainable Development

Period: 01/04/2009 to 31/03/2013
Total cost: EUR 8.007.430

Budget from EC: EUR 6.222.574
Contract number: 226740

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The Black Sea Catchment is
internationally known as one of
ecologically unsustainable development
and inadequate resource management,
which has led to severe environmental,
social and economic problems.
EnviroGRIDS @ Black Sea Catchment aims
at building the capacities of regional
stakeholders to use new international
standards to gather, store, distribute,
analyse, visualize and disseminate crucial
information on past, present and future
states of the environment, in order to
assess its sustainability and vulnerability.
The EnviroGRIDS @ Black Sea Catchment
project addresses these issues by bringing
several emerging information
technologies that are revolutionizing the
way we are able to observe our planet.
The Group on Earth Observation Systems
of Systems (GEOSS) is building a data-
driven view of our planet that feeds into
models and scenarios. EnviroGRIDS aims
at building the capacity of scientist to
assemble such a system in the Black Sea
Catchment that will address several GEO
Societal Benefit Areas within a changing
climate framework. This system will
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Funding scheme: CP
Coordinator: UNIVERSITE DE GENEVE
Website: http://envirogrids.net/

incorporate a shared information system
that operates on the boundary of
scientific/technical partners, stakeholders
and the public. It will contain an early
warning system able to inform in advance
decision-makers and the public about
risks to human health, biodiversity and
ecosystems integrity, agriculture
production or energy supply caused by
climatic, demographic and land cover
changes on a 50-year time horizon the
capacity of decision-makers to use it, and
the capacity of the general public to
understand the important environmental,
social and economic issues at stake.

ACTIVITIES

To achieve its objectives, EnviroGRIDS will
build an ultra-modern Grid enabled
Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI) that
will become one component in the Global
Earth Observation System of Systems
(GEOSS), compatible with the new EU
directive on Infrastructure for Spatial
Information in the European Union
(INSPIRE). EnviroGRIDS will particularly
target the needs of the Black Sea
Commission (BSC) and the International
Commission for the Protection of the



Danube River (ICPDR) in order to help
bridging the gap between science and
policy.

RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

Among the outcomes of the project will
be a gap analysis of existing regional
observation systems to prepare
recommendations for improvement of
networks for data acquisition in the
region/country; an improved regional
network to coordinate the efforts of
partners active in observation systems; a
spatial data infrastructure to link, gather,
store, manage and distribute key
environmental data; real-time access
sensors and satellites data; spatially
explicit scenarios of key changes in land
cover, climate and demography; grid-
enabled spatial data infrastructure for
large calculations  and datasets;
streamlined production of indicators on
sustainability and vulnerability of societal
benefits; early warning and decision
support tools at regional, national and
local levels; and capacities developed in
the implementation of many new SDI
frameworks (INSPIRE, GEOSS, UNSDI,..).
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COORDINATOR
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE
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FUME

Forest fires under climate, social and economic changes in Europe, the
Mediterranean and other fire-affected areas of the world

Period: 01/01/2010 to 31/12/2013
Total cost: EUR 8 228 227

Budget from EC: EUR 6178 153
Contract number: 243888

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Fire regimes result from interactions
between climate, land-use and land-cover
(LULC), and socioeconomic factors, among
other. These have changed during the last
decades, particularly  around  the
Mediterranean. Our understanding of how
they affected fire regimes in the past is
limited. During this century, temperatures,
droughts and heat waves will very likely
increase, and rainfall decrease. These and
other socioeconomic changes will affect
LULC. Additional areas will be abandoned
due to being unsuitable for agriculture or
other uses. Fire dangers and fire hazards
are very likely to increase, affecting fire
regimes. FUME will learn from the past to
understand future impacts.

ACTIVITIES

Mod. 1 will study how LULC and
socioeconomic factors have changed and
how climate and weather have affected
fire in dynamically changing landscapes.
Fires will be mapped throughout Europe
to determine hazard burning functions for
different LULC types. Since climate has
changed, an attempt to attribute (sensu

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: UNIVERSIDAD DE CASTILLA -
LA MANCHA

Website: www.fumeproject.eu

IPCC) fire regime changes to climate,
differentiating it from socioeconomic
changes, will be made. Mod. 2 will
produce scenarios of change (climate,
including extremes, land-use land-cover,
socioeconomics, vegetation) for various
emissions pathways and three time-slices
during this century. With these and other
results from Mod.1, projected impacts
from models and field experiments on fire
regime and vegetation vulnerabilities will
be calculated, including climate extremes
(drought, heatwaves). Mod. 3 will
investigate adaptation options in fire and
land management, including restoration.
Fire prevention and firefighting protocols
will be tested/developed under the new
conditions for mitigating fire risks. A
company managing fires will be a key
player.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The costs and policy impacts of changes
in fires will be studied. Research will focus
on old and new fire areas, the rural
interface, the whole of Europe and the
Mediterranean, including all
Mediterranean countries of the world.
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COORDINATOR

UNIVERSIDAD

DE CASTILLA - LA MANCHA
Maria Llanos Carrion-Varela
mariallanos.carrion@uclm.es
+34 967 599354

Spain

CONTRACTORS

FUNDACION CENTRO DE
ESTUDIOS
AMBIENTALES DEL
MEDITERRANEO

Dora Cabrera
dora@ceam.es

+34 961318227

Spain

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI
DELLA TUSCIA

Marco Barbini
barbini®unitus.it
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AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO
SUPERIOR DE
INVESTIGACIONES
CIENTIFICAS

Carlos Manuel

Abad Ruiz

sgae@csic.es

+34 91 566 8852

Spain
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Laura Luquero
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Abdalah Mokssit
mokssit.abdalah@yahoo.fr
+212 2291 1137

Morocco
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Turkey
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Peter Z. Fulé
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United States

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY
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steven_schwarzbach®usgs.gov
+1916 278 9490

United States
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INCOMMET

Improving National Capacities in Observation and Management of Marine

Environment in Tunisia

Period: 01/01/2012 to 30/12/2015
Total cost: EUR 813 918

Budget from EC: EUR 499 962
Contract number: 295009

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The INCOMMET project, coordinated by
the National Institute of Marine Sciences
and Technologies (INSTM), the major
public research institution in Tunisia in the
field of oceanography and marine
environments, and also involving the
University  of  the Mediterranean
(UNIVMED, France) and the Zoological
Station of Naples (SZN, ltaly) aims at
increasing research  excellence and
visibility of INSTM, and fostering its
participation into ERA.

ACTIVITIES

INCOMMET is structured in 6 work
packages (WP) providing ideal conditions
to achieve its goals. To reinforce the
management capacity of INSTM with EU
projects, a twinned management will be
ensured by INSTM and the European
Research Grant Unit of UNIVMED. The
consortium will make a scientific
literature review on Mediterranean areas
close to Tunisia and will undertake a
SWOT analysis of INSTM. This will define
training courses, workshops, twinnings
and visits targeting INSTM staff, early

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: Institut National des Sciences
et Technologies de la Mer

stage researchers, PhD and master
students to improve INSTM scientific and
technological capacities. To enhance
EUINSTM cooperation and visibility and
increase INSTM'’s participation in EU FP or
related EU programmes, specific training
will be provided by the EU Grant Unit of
UNIVMED to INSTM administrative staff
and researchers. INCOMMET will elaborate
a strategy to improve the internal and
scientific structuring of INSTM and will
conduct regional and national lobbying to
increase the visibility of INSTM.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

INCOMMET will design an International
Mixed Laboratory involving INSTM and its
partners and elaborate a common EU
research programme. The international
scientific recognition of INSTM will be
reinforced by strengthening
communication and dissemination
through a public website, production of
leaflets, scientific DVDs, local conferences
targeting socio-economic partners and
stakeholders and a final international
conference.
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MEDINA

Marine Ecosystem Dynamics and Indicators for North Africa

Period: 01/10/2011 to 30/09/2014
Total cost: EUR 4 195 232

Budget from EC: EUR 3 454 575
Contract number: 282977

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

MEDINA is designed to enhance northern
African countries’ monitoring capacity of
their coastal area ecosystems, including
fish stock resources, and consequently
their capacity to implement
environmental policies, conventions and
protocols. In response to this call for
proposals and supported by a strong
European partnership, MEDINA focuses on
the Mediterranean coasts of Morocco,
Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and Egypt. The plan
to enhance those countries’ monitoring
capacity relies on a science and
technology transfer approach, starting
from the solid European experience in
Mediterranean coastal management and
active participation across GEO activities
and Communities of Practice.

ACTIVITIES

MEDINA plans to achieve its objectives by
implementing and demonstrating a set of
five thematic pilot case studies, based on
the requirements identified during the
project’'s initial phase. Relevant data
include satellite earth observations (EO),
in situ monitoring networks, airborne and
ground survey information as well as

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: UNIVERSITA CA" FOSCARI
VENEZIA

socioeconomic data, ecological analyses
and national and regional cartographic
datasets. Data availability to all parties
will be ensured through the GEOQOSS
Common Infrastructure (GCI). Existing
software components for data access,
processing and modelling will be adapted
to requirements gathered within MEDINA
and integrated in the GCIl. MEDINA will
exploit the GCl capabilities populating its
registries and complying with the GEOSS
data sharing principles. In agreement with
the GClI System of Systems philosophy,
MEDINA will build on existing national
capacities — represented in the project by
key actors in ICZM — completing and
advancing them, where necessary.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

MEDINA will mobilise such resources by
assembling them in a dedicated e-
infrastructure. Addressing user
requirements, a set of specific tools will
complete the platform to advance the
scientific knowledge. These tools will
enable MEDINA to assess the status of
the coastal ecosystem, including fish
stocks and marine habitats.
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MEDSEA

MEDiterranean Sea Acidification in a changing climate

Period: 01/02/2011 to 31/01/2014
Total cost: EUR 4 824 147

Budget from EC: EUR 3 490 169
Contract number: 265103

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Increases of atmospheric CO; and
associated decreases in seawater pH this
century are likely to have wide impacts on
marine ecosystems including those of the
Mediterranean Sea. A consequence of this
process, ocean acidification, threatens the
health of the Mediterranean, adding to
other anthropogenic pressures, including
those from climate change. Yet in
comparison to other areas of the world’s
oceans, there has been no concerted
effort to study Mediterranean
acidification, which is fundamental to the
social and economic conditions of more
than 130 million people living along its
coastlines and another 175 million who
visit the region each year.

ACTIVITIES

The MedSeA project addresses ecological
and economic impacts from the combined
influences of anthropogenic acidification
and warming, while accounting for the
unique characteristics of this key region.
MedSeA will forecast chemical, climatic,
ecological-biological, and socioeconomic
changes of the Mediterranean driven by
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Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: UNIVERSITAT AUTONOMA DE
BARCELONA

Website: http://www.medsea-project.eu

increases in CO; and other greenhouse
gases, while focusing on the combined
impacts of acidification and warming on
marine shell and skeletal building,
productivity, and food webs. An
interdisciplinary approach will be followed
involving biologists, earth scientists, and

economists, through observations,
experiments, and modelling. These
experts will provide projections of

Mediterranean acidification under the
influence of climate change as well as
associated economic impacts. Projections
will be based on new observations of
chemical conditions as well as new
observational and experimental data on
the responses of key organisms and
ecosystems to acidification and warming,
which will be fed into existing ocean
models that have been improved to
account for the Mediterranean’s fine-
scale features.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

These scientific advances will allow the
best advice to be provided to
policymakers who must develop regional
strategies for adaptation and mitigation.
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MOICT

Morocco Research Advance in ICT for Water

Period: 01/01/2012 to 30/06/2014
Total cost: EUR 552 910

Budget from EC: EUR 494 566
Contract number: 295053

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The overall objective of the MolCT project
is to strengthen Sidi Mohamed Ben
Abdellah University  in Morocco's
collaborative and technical capacities, to
reinforce the ICT for water research and
application in the context of the European
Research Area, as well as to develop a
research centre of excellence to respond
to Morocco’s socio-economic needs. More
specifically, MolCT aims to set up an
innovation collaboration framework to
enhance cooperation between research
and the private sector and enable better
conditions for young researchers.

ACTIVITIES

The specific actions to be implemented
are the following ones: - Strategic
strengthening of USMBA to become a
regional centre of excellence; -
Strengthening of USMBA capacities for
ICT research and application in the water
sector; - Improving innovation capacities
and the quality of research management;
- Better integration in ERA and enhanced
EU-Morocco research cooperation in ICT
and water sectors; - Research results and
project information dissemination to

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: UNIVERSITE SIDI MOHAMED
BEN ABDELLAH

Website: www.usmba.acma

wider EU/ Mediterranean audiences; -
Support to young researchers through
targeted mobility schemes; - Fostering
innovation through collaboration with
industry stakeholders.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The MolCT project's main outcome will be
better integration of Moroccan
researchers in ERA and strengthened
USMBA research centre in terms of:
increased USMBA ICT and Water research
capacities and established permanent
dialogue with innovation actors; increased
research management capabilities and
regional coverage encompassing strategic
relations within Morocco, Mediterranean
countries and EU regions; enhanced
number of international research
partnerships and participation in the FP7,
better conditions enabled for Moroccan
young researchers’ scientific career. The
project brings together a well-defined mix
of expertise in water research, ICT and
strategic capacity building, represented by
a consortium of one Moroccan and three
EU partners.
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PEGASO

People for Ecosystem-based Governance in assessing sustainable

development of Ocean and Coast

Period: 01/02/2010 to 31/01/2014
Total cost: EUR 8 903 161

Budget from EC: EUR 6 999 005
Contract number: 244170

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Many efforts have been deployed for
developing Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (ICZM) in the Mediterranean
and the Black Seas. Both basins have
suffered and continue to suffer from
severe environmental degradation. In
many areas this has led to unsustainable
trends which have impacted on economic
activities and human  well-being.
Important progress was made with the
launch of the ICZM Protocol for the
Mediterranean Sea in January 2008. The
main objective of PEGASO is to build on
existing capacities and develop common
novel approaches to support integrated
policies for the coastal, marine and
maritime realms of the Mediterranean
and Black Sea basins in ways that are
consistent with and relevant to the
implementation of the ICZM Protocol for
the Mediterranean Sea. PEGASO s
consistent with the frameworks of the
Barcelona and Bucharest conventions
which seek to achieve a coordinated
approach to  sustainable  resource
management and development, and to
protect these regional seas and the
quality of life of their peoples. It also

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: UNIVERSITAT AUTONOMA DE
BARCELONA

Website: http://www.pegasoproject.eu

continues ICZM efforts, supporting new
marine and maritime policies.

METHODOLOGY

PEGASO will use the model of the existing
ICZM Protocol for the Mediterranean Sea
and adjust it to the needs of the Black
Sea through three innovative actions.

» Construct an ICZM governance platform
as a bridge between scientist and end-
user communities, going far beyond a
conventional bridging. The building of a
shared scientific and end-user platform is
at the heart of our proposal linked with
new models of governance.

» Refine and further develop efficient and
easy-to-use tools for making
sustainability assessments in the coastal
zone (indicators, accounting methods and
models, scenarios). These will be tested
and validated in a multiscale approach for
integrated regional assessment.

» Implement a spatial data infrastructure
(SDI), following the INSPIRE directive, to
organise and standardise spatial data to
support information sharing on an
interactive visor, to make it available to
the ICZM platform, and to disseminate all
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results of the project to the end users and
interested parties.

EXPECTED RESULTS

» EU ICZM recommendation (2002-07)
and ICZM Protocol for the Mediterranean:
Review of the set of ICZM indicators
dealing with land and its interface to the
sea. Updating of the ICZM indicators to
measure sustainable development of the
coast and building of an indicator of
progress in ICZM. Stocktaking to know
how countries are prepared for
implementation. Building of a governance
platform, sustainability tools and SDI.

» Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable
Development and Marine Strategy
Framework Directive (MSFD): Design and
implementation  of  indicators  for
sustainable development. Gathering of
seabed maps. Development of a spatial
indicator for ‘ecological potential’.
Measurement of impacts from some
maritime activities.

» Maritime spatial planning: Stocktaking
of maritime activities and future
scenarios. ldentification and assessment
of cumulative impacts on key spaces.
Participative decision making for spatial
maritime planning.

» Climate change adaptation (EU Green
Paper): Methodology for vulnerability and
risk assessment in coastal zones.
Guidelines for adaptation and mitigation
strategies.

» Halting biodiversity loss by 2010,
Habitats and Birds directives:
Implementation of the relevant SEBI
indicators in the Mediterranean and Black
Seas. Accounting for biodiversity loss in
wetlands, islands and marine protected
areas (MPA). Urban impacts and intensive
agricultural impacts on designated sites.

4 Water Framework directive:
Development of indicators. Development
of land-sea scenarios on water and
ecosystem quality.

» Fisheries (especially ecosystem-based
management): Spatial integrated
indicators and assessment on this issue.
Accounting of ecosystem services such as
aquaculture.

» Horizon 2020: Mapping of urban growth
and scenarios. Water use and
management.

» SEA directive: Development of impact
indicators. Identification of main future
threats and priorities to mitigate them or
to adapt. Production of tools to be used in
assessments.

» Cohesion funds: Identification of most
vulnerable areas and issues for funding.
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PERSEUS

Policy-oriented marine Environmental Research in the Southern EUropean

Seas

Period: 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2015
Total cost: EUR 16.947.071
Budget from EC: EUR 12.973.123
Contract number: 287600

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

PERSEUS is a research project that
assesses the dual impact of human
activity and natural pressures on the
Mediterranean and Black Seas. It merges
natural and socio-economic sciences to
predict the long-term effects of these
pressures on marine ecosystems and it
aims to design an effective and
innovative research governance
framework, which will provide the basis
for policymakers to turn back the tide on
marine life degradation by achieving Good
Environmental Status for EU seas by
2020.

The PERSEUS project aims to identify the
interacting patterns of natural and
human-derived  pressures on  the
Mediterranean and Black Seas, assess
their impact on marine ecosystems and,

using the objectives and principles
outlined in the Marine Strategy
Framework Directive, to then design an
effective  and innovative  research

governance framework based on solid
scientific knowledge. The project will help

Funding scheme: CP

Coordinator: HELLENIC CENTRE FOR
MARINE RESEARCH

Website: http://www.perseus-net.eu

Mediterranean and Black Sea countries to
reach Good Environmental Status (GES)
and reach the goal of 'Clean Seas by
2020' through adaptive policies and
management schemes, as well as policy
recommendations, in order to design
feasible management schemes for
marine governance. By providing strong
links between natural and socio-economic
sciences, PERSEUS will not only help to
predict the long-term effects of such
pressures on marine ecosystems but also
by assessing good environmental status
in a coherent and integrated (holistic)
manner, it will support the ecosystem-
based approach to management.

PERSEUS will engage scientists, policy-
makers and the public, thereby reaching a
shared understanding and informed
decision-making based on sound scientific
knowledge, with particular reference not
only to the MSFD, but also to the relevant
features of the Integrated Maritime
Policy, the Common Fisheries Policy, the
Global Monitoring for Environment and
Security and the SES regional sea
conventions, the UNEP/Mediterranean
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and the Black Sea

Plan
Commission.

Action

ACTIVITIES

Some of the actions and activities already
carried out in the first year of PERSEUS
include the identification of the
interacting patterns of natural and
human-derived pressures in basin, sub-
basin and coastal scale through an
extensive literature review, as well as a
thorough Gap analysis on data and
knowledge. In parallel, and in order to
achieve the necessary integration, the
pressures in socio-economic terms have
been analysed. In order to upgrade and
expand the observing capacity in the SES
for the implementation of MSFD, a review
of the ocean observing systems in the
SES and recommendations on upgrades
has been prepared. The stage towards
engaging remotely operated monitoring
and modelling capabilities as scientific
tools to evaluate the SES environmental
status has been set by generating and
distributing the forcing functions [surface
and land-based fluxes (run off and
nutrient loads) for current and scenario
conditions] needed to provide model
boundary conditions and, by upgrading
existing models towards an “Ecosystem
E2E” perspective that will link and couple
together Lower and Higher Trophic Levels
models. Towards the Basin wide (EU and
non-EU) promotion of MSFD principles
PERSEUS has reviewed the EU MSFD
Initial Assessments (data, methodologies
and/or principles) and identified
knowledge/data gaps. An effort was also
made to promote the principles of MSFD,
by training ministry officials of the BSEC
countries and by presenting PERSEUS
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work in several Mediterranean and Black
Sea countries (e.g. Cyprus Presidency,
Water Conference, Balkan Environmental
Association, Istanbul etc.) The state of
play for the implementation of the
Adaptive Policy Framework has been
defined along with the participating
stakeholders. Finally, the scientific and
operational needs of the new vessel have
been identified and evaluated.

The project’s work plan has been initiated
with the aim to identify the gaps of
knowledge and, building on these gaps, to
propose the sampling and experiment
strategy for next year. Workshops have
been organised between and within tasks
and disciplines. The state of play for the
implementation of the Adaptive Policy
Framework has been defined by taking an
initial stock of the scientific, technical,
economic, legal and institutional
knowledge needed and developing the
necessary Stakeholder platforms, using
participatory methods. The scenarios have
been initially agreed in a common
workshop. PERSEUS has developed an
excellent plan for the dissemination of
knowledge, collaboration with existing
projects and engagement of the public,
going beyond borders and regions.

PERSEUS will take advantage of the on-
going and past research projects including
observations, data management,
modelling and information supply to users
and stakeholders. Efforts with other EU
initiatives will be coordinated as well as
with other Mediterranean and Black Sea
initiatives, as the PERSEUS Management
Team believes that together we can
achieve more than what one single
project can do. The goal is to make the



best possible use of previous investments
in order to maximise impact and avoid the
duplication of efforts. Principal
Investigators, WP leaders or coordinators
from several national and international
projects are and will be actively involved
in PERSEUS.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

PERSEUS  will strengthen  scientific
networking, will build upon existing SES
scientific tools, projects and networks and
involve a large number of scientists from
many EU and non-EU countries
surrounding the SES. The project will
provide  opportunities for  scientific
cooperation and networking between
scientists from EU and non-EU countries
from the beginning of the project, through

several training activities, personnel
exchange schemes and workshops,
achieving the maximum cooperation
between the different regions and
countries. These steps will create a
platform for strengthening human

capacity building in interdisciplinary
science and science-based management
to create a two way process, towards the
achievement of GES and the long-term
objectives for sustainable management of
the SES.

Regarding science, PERSEUS will create
knowledge relevant to policy design,
scenarios and adaptation of issues in
order to be able to address challenges,
such as the transboundary strategy for
the Mediterranean and Black Seas basins.
This knowledge will be built upon relevant
EU projects, on-going national research

projects and initiatives, using existing and

upgraded observation and modelling
tools. These existing tools will be used to
evaluate and predict environmental
status.

Finally, PERSEUS will ensure that several
steps are taken to propose management
strategies at basin scale and create an
impact on policy-makers, from national to
international levels. The project will make
an inventory and assessment of the
existing law, policy, institutional
frameworks and scenario planning,
dealing with marine policies in the SES. At
the same time, PERSEUS will follow up
the MSFD environmental status
assessments submitted by EU Member
States (due in 2012) during its course, as
well as other assessment elements from
other non-EU countries surrounding the
SES and Regional Sea Conventions and
then develop an Adaptive Policy
Framework (APF) across the SES waters.
In doing so, PERSEUS will propose multi-
scale management schemes and adaptive
policies involving, in an interacting way,
stakeholders/decision makers and
scientists from EU and non-EU countries
throughout the process, using, as vehicle,
several specially designed workshops
which are planned to be held in non-EU
countries. The type of tools that will be
used by PERSEUS to elaborate the APF
management schemes and policies, are
set to follow the system's progress
towards sustainable development in
support of reaching marine GES in this
context.
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+380-692-545919

Ukraine
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CLIMATE CHANGE - KLIMA
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nerea.ortiz®bc3research.org
0034944014690

Spain

BLACK SEA NGO NETWORK
Emma Gileva
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+359-52-615856
Bulgaria

CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE
Etienne Ruellan
ruellan@dt.insu.cnrs.fr
+33-4-94304461

France

CENTRO EURO-MEDITERRANEO
PER | CAMBIAMENTI CLIMATICI
SCARL

Giulia Galluccio
giulia.galluccio®@cmcc.it
+390252036945

Italy

CLU SRL
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Italy
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Italy
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SCIENZE DEL MARE

Marco Zavatarelli
Marco.Zavatarelli®@unibo.it
+390512095060

Italy

COSNAV ENGINEERING SRL
Cosmas Cosmidis
cosmas.cosmidis@cosnav.com
+393355910360

Italy

ECOLOGIC INSTITUT
gemeinnitzige GmbH
Manuel Lago
manuel.lago®ecologic.eu
+49-30-86888110
Germany

60

EIR DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS
LTD.

Emily Koulouvaris
e.koulouvaris@eir.gr
+30-210-6458530

Greece

INSTITUTE OF OCEANOGRAPHY
AND FISHERIES

Ivona  Marasovic
marasovic®izor.hr

+385 21 408000

Croatia

INSTITUTE OF OCEANOLOGY -
BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES

Snejana Moncheva
snejanam®abv.bg
+359-52-370485

Bulgaria

INSTITUT FRANCAIS DE
RECHERCHE POUR
L'EXPLOITATION DE LA MER
Jean-Francois Cadiou
Jean.Francois.Cadiou®ifremer.fr
+33-4-94304975

France

INSTITUTION OF THE RUSSIAN
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES THE
SOUTHERN SCIENTIFIC CENTRE
RAS

Natalia Golubeva
ngolubeva®ssc-ras.ru
+7-863-2665677

Russian Federation

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE
RECHERCHE HALIEUTIQUE
Omar Ettahiri
ettahiri®@yahoo.fr
+212-522200567
Morocco



INSTITUTO ESPANOL DE
OCEANOGRAFIA

Miguel Bernal
miguel.bernal@cd.ieo.es
+34 93 230 95 00
Spain

INSTITUT PO
BIORAZNOOBRAZIE |
EKOSISTEMNI IZSLEDVANIYA -
BALGARSKA AKADEMIYA NA
NAUKITE

Georgi Daskalov
gmdaskalov@yahoo.co.uk
+359 52 646892

Bulgaria

INSTITUTUL NATIONAL DE
CERCETARE-DEZVOLTARE
MARINA GRIGORE ANTIPA
Alexandru Bologa
abologa®alpha.rmri.ro
+4-0241-543288
Romania

INSTITUTUL NATIONAL DE
CERCETARE-DEZVOLTARE
PENTRU GEOLOGIE SI
GEOECOLOGIE MARINA-
GEOECOMAR

Sebastian Dan
sebi@geoecomar.ro
+40-21-2522594
Romania

ISRAEL OCEANOGRAPHIC AND
LIMNOLOGICAL RESEARCH
LIMITED

Barak Herut
barak@®ocean.org.il
+972-4-8565221

Israel

ISTANBUL UNIVERSITY
Bayram Ozturk
ozturkb®@istanbul.edu.tr
+905327611140
Turkey

ISTITUTO NAZIONALE DI
OCEANOGRAFIA E DI
GEOFISICA SPERIMENTALE
0GS

Alessandro Crise
acrise@inogs.it
+390402140205

Italy

VANE JAVAKHISHVILI TBILISI
STATE UNIVERSITY
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PROMITHEAS-4

Knowledge transfer and research needs for preparing mitigation/ adaptation

policy portfolios

Period: 01/01/2011 to 31/12/2013
Total cost: 1.060.985

Budget from EC: 961.455

Contract number: 265182

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The EU and the international community
are striving to set under UNFCCC a global
post-2012 agreement whose
implementation should be ensured on a
sound scientific knowledge base with the
participation of emerging economies.
PROMITHEAS-4 aims to develop, transfer
and disseminate knowledge for the
development and evaluation of
Mitigation/Adaptation (M/A) policy
portfolios in twelve countries with
emerging economies (Albania, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Estonia, Kazakhstan,
Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Turkey
and Ukraine). It also aims to identify and
prioritize the relevant research needs and

gaps.

The achievement of these aims is ensured
through: 1) The evaluation of available
data and information that includes the
overview of international procedures and
standards in collecting and reporting data
and information. It also includes data
collection and development of national
data bases for the beneficiaries. II) The
choice and implementation of the

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: NATIONAL AND
KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS
Website: http://www.promitheasnet.
kepa.uoa.gr/Promitheas4/

appropriate  model for the beneficiary
countries. Ill) The development and
implementation of Scenarios (BAU,
Optimistic, Pessimistic) for the
determination of effective M/A policy
portfolios under a post KYOTO agreement
for the beneficiary countries. V) The
evaluation of the developed M/A policy
portfolios against a set of criteria
incorporating  social, economic and
environmental requirements. V) The
identification of existing research needs
and gaps, in each country, with parallel
presentation of existing EU and other
international funding mechanisms. VI) The

training that includes tele-training
sessions, tele-teaching courses, “tailor
made”  workshops, seminars  and

conferences with the development of the
associated supporting material and VII)
Dissemination through a multi-
dimensional approach that includes a
worldwide newsletter, special editions,
reports and presentations to national
stakeholders, ministerial meetings, their
supporting bodies, and ad-hoc visits to
international organizations like BSEC, UN.
The knowledge transfer (training -
dissemination) includes a continuous flow

63




of information to decision makers and
market stakeholders of both the public
and private sectors.

ACTIVITIES

The foreseen activities of PROMITHEAS -
4 include one (1) workshop for model
(LEAP) training (one week), one (1)
workshop for scenarios development (one
week), on line support for the
development and assessment of twelve
national M/A policy portfolios (sixteen
months), high quality international tele-
teaching courses (four months) followed
by one (1) case study seminar (one week)
on M/A policy mixtures, twelve (12)
national workshops —conferences in each
beneficiary country and one (1)
international conference. It also includes
regular reporting to the United Nations
and to the governmental and national
competent authorities of the beneficiaries
through the Permanent Secretariat
(PERMIS) of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation Organization (BSEC) and their
ministries. It also includes presentations
to the BSEC  Working Groups
(Environment, Energy, Science and
Technology etc.), Ministerial Meetings and
other international events. In addition the
dissemination  activities include a
worldwide circulated newsletter to one
hundred seventy (170) countries and
twenty three thousand (23.000) scientists
and decision makers, a main website with
fifteen (15) linked websites, papers in
scientific journals, Conferences and one
(1) special edition with the Climate
Change Policies of the twelve (12)
beneficiary countries. Twelve (12) MJ/A
policy reports will be finally prepared,
translated into their national languages

and will be escorted by the relevant
national data bases. Additional efforts will
be carried out for coordinated action with
the United Nations, the Energy Charter

other
are

and
that

Secretariat, the OSCE
international  organizations
activated in the region.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The expected results can be numerically
summarized in twelve (12) packages, of
deliverables, one for each beneficiary
country. Each package contains one (1)
national data base, three (3) scenarios
(BAU, Opt, Pes), their simulation with the
LEAP model, the assessment and
optimization of the derived policy
portfolios and one (1) inventory of the
identified needs and gaps.

The PROMITHEAS-4 ambitions are to
facilitate the beneficiary countries to
develop, assess and optimize their M/A
policy portfolios based on the transferred
knowledge in their academic institutions
and further to that to support their efforts
to participate, as a region, to international
and EU initiatives related to the post
Kyoto era in the context of the green
economy.

The implementation of a common
methodology (based on the use of
common developed data bases, common
structure of scenarios, same use of
model, similar concept of assumptions,
same assessment method and set of
criteria) for twelve countries, provides a
unique opportunity for the decision
makers not only to shape and optimize
their national policies but also to establish
a comparative framework concerning the
neighbouring policy mixtures.
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This
international group of experts from the
academic institutions of the beneficiaries,
which has been intensively trained for two
years.

process is supported by an

Taking into account the robust efforts to
motivate academics, governmental
authorities, market stakeholders and
international organizations during the
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whole period of its implementation and

especially during the last year,
PROMITHEAS-4 promotes the
establishment of a regional Green

Alliance among them, as a prerequisite
for the promotion of the Green Economy
concept, mainly among the countries of
BSEC, in line with the EU relevant policies

and financing instruments.



COORDINATOR

NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN
UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS-
ENERGY POLICY AND
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
Dimitrios Mavrakis
epgsec@kepa.uoa.gr
+302107275732

Greece

CONTRACTORS

ARISTOTELIO PANEPISTIMIO
THESSALONIKIS

Agis Papadopoulos
agis@vergina.eng.auth.gr
+30 2310 996011

Greece

BLACK SEA REGIONAL ENERGY
CENTRE

Angel Nikolaev
angel®bsrec.bg;
office@bsrec.bg

+359 2 9806854

Bulgaria

ENERGY STRATEGY CENTRE
Vahan Sargsyan
vahan.sargsyan®@energinst.am
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Armenia

FINANCE ACADEMY UNDER
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Alexander Ilyinsky
ailyinsky@fa.ru

+7 499 943 94 03
Russian Federation

INSTITUTE FOR ENERGY
SAVING AND ENERGY
MANAGEMENT

Arthur Prakhovnik
avp@tcem.ntu-kpi.kiev.ua
+38-044-4068607
Ukraine

INSTITUTE OF POWER
ENGINEERING OF THE
ACADEMY OF SCIANCES OF
MOLDOVA

Mihai Kiorsak
kiorsak@mail.ru

37322 723954

Moldova (Republic of)

INSTITUT FUER HOEHERE
STUDIEN

Todor Balabanov
balabano®ihs.ac.at
+43159991243

Austria

INSTITUTUL DE STUDII SI
PROIECTARI ENERGETICE
Anca Popescu
dirsis@ispe.ro
+40-21-2061089
Romania

NATIONAL OBSERVATORY OF
ATHENS

Harry Kambezidis
harry@meteo.noa.gr

+30 210 3490119

Greece

POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY OF
TIRANA

Andonaq Lamani
a_londo2001®@yahoo.co.uk
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Albania

SCIENTIFIC-PRODUCT
COMPANY KAZHIMINVEST
Lyubov Inyuitna
lyubov.inyuitna@mail.ru
+77172 217792
Kazakhstan
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SASPARM

Support Action for Strengthening Palestinian-administrated Areas capabilities

for seismic Risk Mitigation

Period: 1/10/2012 to 30/09/2014
Total cost: EUR 615.606

Budget from EC: EUR 549.997
Contract number: 295122

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

This project aims to reinforce the
cooperation with Europe’s neighbours in
the context of the European Research
Area. The An-Najah National University
(NNU) in the Palestinian-administered
Areas (PS) will coordinate the project,
supported by the European Centre for
Training and Research in Earthquake
Engineering (EUCENTRE) and the Institute
for Advanced Study of Pavia (IUSS) in
Italy. The supporting action of EUCENTRE
will lead NNU to become a globally
competitive and experienced research
centre in the field of seismic risk
mitigation and disaster management.
EUCENTRE will collaborate with NNU to
devise a research strategy capable of
increasing the scope and visibility of NNU
at the national and international levels.
The supporting action of IUSS will be
fundamental for the training activities for
students and young researchers.

The long experience of IUSS in the field of
earthquake engineering and engineering
seismology post-graduate courses will
represent a distinguishing feature of the
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Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: AN-NAJAH NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

international vocation of the SASPARM
activities.

By developing a comprehensive research
strategy, the significant strengthening of
NNU's role will be fundamental in meeting
the national socio-economic challenges
and regional and international research
activities.

ACTIVITIES

The project activities are identified with
the goal to «create a research
infrastructure and to develop and
enhance international cooperation with PS
in the field of scientific technology and
capacity building, i.e. human resources,
research policy, networks of researchers
and research institutes. In an international
framework the proposed activities will
lead NNU to a fruitful cooperation with
the EU.

At national level, an enhancement of
capability will ensure that PS gain a
centre prepared to respond to the
earthquake engineering needs of the local
community. The latter target will be
pursued by enhancing the capability of
NNU for training activity in the field of



earthquake engineering. Furthermore, a
higher visibility of NNU will encourage
researchers to compete internationally in
terms of scientific excellence (e.g,
acquiring and participating in EU
Framework projects related to seismic risk
reductions) and increase their incentives
to continue their research activities in PS.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

Improved competitiveness of  NNU,
creation of networks of research centres,
and the promotion of initiatives for
general public awareness are some of the
expected results of SASPARM.
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COORDINATOR

AN-NAJAH NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

Jalal Al-Dabeek
seiscen@najah.edu

+970 92344121
Palestinian-administered
areas

CONTRACTORS

CENTRO EUROPEO DI
FORMAZIONE E RICERCA IN
INGEGNERIA SISMICA

Gian Michele Calvi
gm.calvi®iusspavia.it
+39-0382-516933

Italy

ISTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO DI
STUDI SUPERIORI DI PAVIA
Roberto Schmid
rettorato@iusspavia.it
+39-0382-375859

Italy
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SUDSOE

Characterisation and Sustainable use of Egyptian Degraded Soils

Period: 01/01/2012 to 30/06/2014
Total cost: EUR 499 195

Budget from EC: EUR 499 195
Contract number: 295031

OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED RESULTS

This project will reinforce the ability of the
National Authority for Remote Sensing
and Space Sciences (NARSS) in Cairo,
Egypt, to enhance its performance
through the activities of capacity building.
Overall, the objectives of SUDSOE are as
follows.

PTo clearly identify existing economic
potentials and needs to be addressed by

NARSS in order to develop the
corresponding action plan that will
properly interact with local and

international stakeholders and revert to
the socioeconomic needs concerning the
sustainable use of degraded and polluted
soils.

PTo strengthen and enlarge existing
NARSS human resources and their
capabilities for the implementation of soil
regulations, having as a reference the EU
directive for the sustainable use of soils,
in close collaboration and knowhow
exchange with three research institutions
from Spain, Sweden and the Czech
Republic facing the problem of degraded
soils.

PTo hire experienced researchers to
reinforce the human potential of NARSS.
Due to the enlargement of the activities

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator:  National Authority for
Remote Sensing and Space Sciences
Website: http://www.narss.sci.eg/

of private laboratories, NARSS
increasingly suffers from the lack of
human potential. Therefore, SUDSOE
plans to hire senior research scientists
specialised in the project topics to foster
both research and service activities that
will increase NARSS’ resources to make
such activities sustainable.

P To retain the best research professionals
at NARSS (‘brain gain’) and to attract
experienced researchers from abroad to
reinforce  know-how and experience
implementation.

PTo gain first-hand knowledge of the
state-of-the-art in specific areas of solid
waste and waste water treatment
technologies research that are of interest
to both the EU and MED as a basis for
this joint research and to establish a
research agenda based on the pre-
selected scientific topics of interest and
any others to be selected during the
project. Identify best practice amongst the
partners in the selected research fields
and define strategies to transfer this
know-how to other interested
laboratories.

» To strengthen existing and establish new
collaborations between involved
complementary research groups by
transferring and sharing their experience
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and expert knowledge, with the aim of
building an interdisciplinary SUDSOE
network of excellence as a prerequisite
for the formation of a research-driven
cluster — the waste cluster initiative —
with similar projects in the region dealing
with the environment. As a result of this

cooperation, two research  project
proposals are planned to be submitted
under FP7  (specific  programmes
Environment, and Nanosciences,

nanotechnologies, materials and new
production technologies).

»To foster collaboration between NARSS
and external partners from public and
private sectors at both national and
international level, improving technology
transfer activities by the appropriate
support between NARSS and industrial
partners. In this context, the WC | (EU
waste cluster initiative) will be a specific
key tool to accomplish this objective.

»To increase the technical capacity of the
applicant for future research activities.
This  will include training on the
monitoring of environmental quality
indicators for both soil characterisation
and the sustainable use of degraded soils,
and will extend the research performance
to improve environmental issues and
achieve leadership in the Mediterranean
area concerning the sustainable use of
degraded soils.

»To provide specific support for the
sustainable use of Egyptian degraded
soils related to the development of a
directive for the sustainable use of soils,
by monitoring environmental quality
indicators. This will contribute to national
and regional sustainable socioeconomic
development by generating new services
concerning the potential sustainable use
of degraded soils.

PTo disseminate results of the SUDSOE
project to both regulatory authorities and
end users, stakeholders, managers and
decision makers, using a wide and diverse

range of target instruments in the
designed promotional kit. Such activities
will increase the Vvisibility of the
applicant’s excellence in S&T research of
the Mediterranean (MED) research area.
The WC | will play a specific role for the
visibility of SUDSOE activities.
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COORDINATOR

NATIONAL AUTHORITY FOR
REMOTE SENSING AND SPACE
SCIENCES

Abd-Alla Gad
agad®narss.sci.eg
+20226251215

Egypt
CONTRACTORS

KUNGLIGA TEKNISKA
HOEGSKOLAN
Mamoun Muhammed
mamoun®kth.se
+4687908158
Sweden

MASARYKOVA UNIVERZITA
Josef Havel
havel@chemi.muni.cz
+420549492698

Czech Republic

UNIVERSITAT AUTONOMA DE
BARCELONA

Manuel Valiente
manuel.valiente®uab.cat
+34935812903

Spain
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CHAPTER 3: FOOD, AGRICUTLURE AND FISHERIES

AQUAMED - The Future of Research on Aquaculture in the Mediterranean Region
ARIMNET - Coordination of Agricultural Research in the Mediterranean

BIOPARTNERS - Reinforcing Georgian international cooperation capacities in the field of
food and biotechnologies (Activities of International Cooperation)

BIOPROTECH - Improvement of research capacities of the Centre of Biotechnology of Sfax
in Bio-Processes for biotech applications, tying up with the European Research Area
(Activities of International Cooperation)

BOTERA - Reinforcing cooperation between the Royal Botanic Garden of Jordan and ERA
(Activities of International Cooperation)

COCONET - Towards COast to COast NETworks of marine protected areas (from the shore
to the high and deep sea), coupled with sea-based wind energy potential.

CREAM - Coordinating research in support to application of EAF (Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries) and management advice in the Mediterranean and Black Seas

FAWIRA - Strengthening of Food, Agriculture and Water-related International Research
Cooperation of Algeria (Activities of International Cooperation)

FORCE - Fisheries and aquaculture-Oriented Research Capacity in Egypt (Activities of
International Cooperation)

FORESTERRA - Enhancing FOrest RESearch in the MediTERRAnean through improved
coordination and integration

OLITREVA - Capacity Building for Sustainable Treatment and Valorisation of Olive Mill
Waste (OMW) in Palestine (Activities of International Cooperation)

SIRRIMED - Sustainable use of Irrigation water in the Mediterranean region

SUSTAINMED - Sustainable agri-food systems and rural development in the Mediterranean
Partner Countries

SUWARESA - Capacity and knowledge building on the Sustainable Use of Water Resources
in Syrian Agriculture (Activities of International Cooperation)

SWUP-MED - Sustainable water use securing food production in dry areas of the
Mediterranean region

ULIXES - Unravelling and exploiting Mediterranean Sea microbial diversity and ecology for
Xenobiotics’ and pollutants’ clean up
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AQUAMED

The Future of Research on Aquaculture in the Mediterranean Region

Period: 01/06/2010 to 31/05/2013
Total cost: EUR 1 111 950

Budget from EC: EUR 996 852
Contract number: 244999

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The fast development of Mediterranean
aquaculture (freshwater, marine) is
confronted with a set of difficulties, e.g.
inadequate production systems and
competitiveness, interaction and space
competition with other users and the need
for a proper integration in the coastal
zones, possible negative impact on the
environment and negative image of the
product quality. Aquaculture development
in Mediterranean countries is
differentiated in terms of the importance
of the sector, domestic market demand,
typology of the industry, and research and
development structures and capacities.
Consequently, a strategy for a knowledge-
based development of the activity has to
be implemented using a flexible and
concerted approach.

ACTIVITIES

To deliver practical results, the AQUAMED
project will be based on a four-step
process consisting of: (1) mapping and
setting up a database of all relevant
information (about policies, research and
socioeconomics) in each partner country;
(2) identifying common situations and
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Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: EUROPEAN FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE ORGANISATION
Website: http://www.aquamedproject.net/

constraints  between  countries; (3)
grouping countries confronted with similar
driving forces in order to foster
information exchanges and formulate
more focussed science-based
recommendations; and (4) setting up of a
multi-stakeholder platform to promote a
research organisation and a revolving
implementation plan aimed at the
sustainable development of aquaculture.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The platform will be organised such that
it is self-sustainable after the end of the
project. It will be instrumental to
rationalising research programming in
order to avoid duplication, fragmentation
and dispersion of research efforts, and to
stimulate long-term cooperation and
coordination among policymakers,
aquaculture industry and RTD performers
in the region. The project consortium,
covering most of the situations of the
aquaculture sector encountered in the
Mediterranean, will take a participatory
approach and disseminate the outcomes
of the AQUAMED activities, emphasizing
the sustainability of the multi-stakeholder
platform.



COORDINATOR

EUROPEAN FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE ORGANISATION
Antoine Dosdat
adosdat®@ifremer.fr
+33146482256

France

CONTRACTORS

CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE
Jean-Michel Portefaix jean-
michel.portefaix@drl3.cnrs.fr
+33(0) 467613535

France

INSTITUTE OF OCEANOGRAPHY
AND FISHERIES

Ivona Mladineo
mladineo®izor.hr

+385 21 408 047

Croatia

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE
RECHERCHE HALIEUTIQUE
Abdellatif Orbi
orbi@inrh.orgma
+212522298534
Morocco

THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
ORGANISATION OF ISRAEL -
THE VOLCANI CENTRE

Gideon Hulata
vlagqua®@volcani.agri.gov.il
+972-8-9484401

Israel

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
Chadi Mohanna
iopgov@cyberia.net.lb
+961-1-848447

Lebanon

INSTITUT NATIONAL DES
SCIENCES ET TECHNOLOGIES
DE LA MER

Mejdeddine Kraiem
mejd.kraiem®@instm.rnrt.tn
+216 71 730 548

Tunisia

MINISTIRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL AFFAIRS, GENERAL
DIRECTORATE OF
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCHES,
PISTACHIO RESARCH
INSTITUTE

Atilla Ozdemir
aozdemir@sumae.gov.tr
+904623411054

Turkey

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
OCEANOGRAPHY AND
FISHERIES

Mohamed Shreadah
m_shreadah®yahoo.com
+2 27921341

Egypt

UNIVERSITE D'ANNABA -
LABORATOIRE
BIORESSOURCES MARINES
Mohamed Hichem Kara
kara_hichem®yahoo.com
+213-7-70312458
Algeria

AQUATT UETP LTD

David Murphy david®aquatt.ie
+353-1-6449008

Ireland
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ARIMNET

Coordination of Agricultural Research in the Mediterranean

Period: 01/10/2008 to 31/03/2013
Total cost: EUR 1 236 752

Budget from EC: EUR 999 999
Contract number: 219262

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Agricultural research in the Mediterranean
is characterised by three main features: it
is scattered within the EU members and in
Mediterranean partner countries, and
most of the problems and challenges that
Mediterranean agriculture is facing are
shared by all the countries in the area and
even further; its objectives are largely the
same in the whole area, even if priorities
can vary from one country to another; the
conditions resulting from climate change
as well as the objective of sustainable
development and production make it
necessary to rethink agricultural research
in all the countries and to begin its
alignment in the whole area in order to
increase its impact.

ACTIVITIES

This situation calls for a Coordination
Action at the level of the Mediterranean
(@mong EU members, and between them
and the other Mediterranean countries)
which will fight against fragmentation by
fostering the convergence of national
programmes and by attaining a new
critical mass to address the key issues
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Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE AGRONOMIQUE

Website: www.arimnet.net

(such as the growing demand for safer,
healthier and higher quality food; the
sustainable production and wuse of
renewable bio-resources; threats to the
sustainability and security of agricultural
and fisheries production resulting in
particular  from  climate  change).
Furthermore, the Coordination Action will
increase the excellence and relevance of
research, as well as enhance and
strengthen cooperation within the region
by aligning objectives and priorities.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

This ERA-Net project has a double
ambition: to enhance coordination of
agricultural research programmes within
the Mediterranean area and to improve
cooperation within the area. It gathers
twelve countries (six EU Member States,
two associated countries and four other
Mediterranean  countries) and the
programmes that could be under the
Coordination Action gather more than 3
000 researchers and EUR 300 million per
year.



COORDINATOR

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE AGRONOMIQUE
Florence Jacquet
Florence.Jacquet@grignon.inra.
fr

+33142 7596 80

France

CONTRACTORS

CENTRE DE COOPERATION
INTERNATIONAL EN
RECHERCHE
AGRONOMIQUE POUR LE
DEVELOPPEMENT

Michel Trebel
michel.trebel@cirad.fr
+334 67615542
France

MINISTERO DELLE

POLITICHE AGRICOLE
ALIMENTARI E FORESTALI
Francesco Zecca
f.zecca®@politicheagricole.gov.it
+39 06 46655077

Italy

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE = AGRONOMIQUE
D'ALGERIE

Malika Fadila Amaa Korichi
likidz@yahoo.fr

+213(0) 021 7451 69
Algeria

INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE
INVESTIGACION Y
TECNOLOGIA

AGRARIA Y ALIMENTARIA
Joan Calvera Vehi
calvera®inia.es

+34 91 3476801

Spain

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL AFFAIRS

Sahin Anil

sanil®tagem.gov.tr

+90 312 31597 87

Turkey

THE AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH CENTER
Ayman Faried Abou Hadid
ruafah®@rusys.eg.nt

+ 202 35722069

Egypt

FUNDACAO PARA A CIENCIA E
A TECNOLOGIA

Graca Bangy
sga®@fct.mctes.pt

+ 351 213924320
Portugal

INSTITUT AGRONOMIQUE ET
VETERINAIRE HASSAN Il
Mohamed Igbal Jazouli
drsfd2@iav.acma

+212 37 77 48 69

Morocco

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH FOUNDATION.
Jannis Rumbos
instfyt@hol.gr

+30 24 210 601 87
Greece

INSTITUTION DE LA
RECHERCHE ET

DE L'ENSEIGNEMENT
SUPERIEUR AGRICOLES
Abdelaziz Mougou
a.mougou®iresa.agrinet.tn
+216 71782474

Tunisia

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE,
NATURAL RESOURCES AND
ENVIRONMENT OF CYPRUS
Christos Papachristoforou
christos@arinet.ari.goc.cy
+357-22-403122

Cyprus
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Yuval Eshdat
vhyuval®volcani.agri.gov.il
+972-3-9683300

Israel



BIOPARTNERS

Reinforcing Georgian international cooperation capacities in the field of Food

and Biotechnologies

Period: 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2014
Total cost: EUR 598.813

Budget from EC: EUR 500.000
Contract number: 293514

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

BIOPARTNERS is an EU funded Support
Action aiming to stimulate cooperation
between Europe and Georgia in the field
of Biotechnology.

The BIOPARTNERS project mission has the
following objectives:

()Map and assess the strengths,
weakness and collaboration potential and
prepare DIBBAUG, (ii) Georgian prominent
research institute, to the new step in its
strategic development; (iii)Set up and

implement an  ambitious  twinning
programme; (iv)Develop DIBBAUG’s
cooperation capacities; Organise
international events information, training,
networking & brokerage and

dissemination.
ACTIVITIES

Project will include several main types of
activities, thus forming a coherent plan
for improving the DIBBAUG' capacities in
a number of fields relevant to the FP7
Thematic Priority “ Food, Agriculture &
Fisheries, and Biotechnologies”:

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: GEORGIAN STATE AGRARIAN
UNIVERSITY, DURMISHIDZE INSTITUTE OF
BIOCHEMISTRY AND BIOTECHNOLOGY
Website: http://www.biopartners-dibb.ge/

Twinning activities, based on the joint
research plan to be prepared and
implemented jointly by DIBBAUG and its
European partner, Universidad de Murcia.
This activity will include, for example,
exchange of researchers and

young specialists and organisation of joint
scientific workshops. Larger-scale
networking & brokerage activities, which
will be implemented on wide European
and regional level, thus involving other
European and regional

organisations, thus extending the project
impact. Exchange of researchers and
young specialists and organisation of joint
event. Training and coaching activities,
that will aim to increase DIBBAUG
understanding of FP7, build competences
and enhance the Institute‘s participation
in FP7 with different European research
consortia.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The project activities will strengthen
cooperation and research capacities of
DIBBAUG. Georgian research will be given
a new impulse, Georgian research
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capacities will be strengthened, Georgian
participation in the FP7 programme will
be significantly improved, Georgia’s
involvement in the ETP will be addressed
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and then increased,

competences  will
visibility

and Georgian

have much better

in

Europe.



COORDINATOR

GEORGIAN STATE AGRARIAN
UNIVERSITY, DURMISHIDZE
INSTITUTE OF BIOCHEMISTRY
AND BIOTECHNOLOGY

Giorgi Kvesitadze
kvesitadze®@hotmail.com
+99532 528 238

Georgia

CONTRACTORS

INNO TSD SA

Svetlana Klessova
s.klessova®@inno-group.com
+33492388426

France

UNIVERSIDAD DE MURCIA
Jose-Neptuno Rodriguez-Lépez
neptuno®um.es

+34 868 88 8284

Spain
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BIOPROTECH

Improvement of research capacities of the Centre of Biotechnology of Sfax in
Bio-Processes for biotech applications, tying up with the European Research

Area

Period: 01/11/2010 to 30/04/2013
Total cost: EUR 622 053

Budget from EC: EUR 498 759
Contract number: 266519

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

On the way to a more knowledge-based
economy and in accordance with scientific
and technological agreements with the
European  Union, Tunisia  launched
necessary policies and measures to set up
and improve the efficiency of research
centres such as the Centre of
Biotechnology of Sfax (CBS). As a key
element of the Tunisian biotechnology
plan, the CBS focuses on applied research
particularly in terms of the use,
development, transfer and application of
bioprocesses. BioProtech aims to support
the CBS in improving its capacities in
bioprocesses  development such as
fermentation and microarrays
technologies as well as all related fields
such as technology transfer mechanisms,
know-how about the EU Framework
Programme (FP) and biosafety
competencies, all of which will lead it to
be better integrated in the European
research area (ERA). This support will be
organised in six work packages covering
the technological aspect of bioprocesses
(fermentation, microarray and biosafety),

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: CENTRE DE BIOTECHNOLOGIE
DE SFAX - CBS

Website: http://bioprotech.org/

the incubation and transfer of
bioprocesses especially to local industry,
training and coaching in  FP7,
dissemination of scientific  results,
strategy and evaluation regarding the
focus of CBS and the further integration
in the ERA, and project management.

ACTIVITIES

To achieve the objectives, five European
partners have been selected who are
highly qualified and specialised in each of
the topics. The results will support local
economic development through the
creation of new or support of existing
high-tech companies and more scientific
collaborations with the EU. In the field of
bioprocesses this means identifying
promising results and supporting their
path through cooperation, licensing or
start-up  creation. ~Comparison and
matching between what exists in Tunisia
and in the EU will help update and adjust
the local competencies and shape the
research agenda and priorities for the
following years. This will also benefit the
European actors as know-how and

81




capacities will be better integrated and
available in the ERA.
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COORDINATOR

CENTRE DE BIOTECHNOLOGIE
DE

SFAX - CBS

Hammadi Ayadi
hammadi.ayadi@cbs.rnrt.tn
+21698203302

Tunisia

CONTRACTORS

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR
GENETIC ENGINEERING AND
BIOTECHNOLOGY

Decio Ripandelli
decio®icgeb.org

+39 0403757345

Italy

INSTITUT NATIONAL DES
SCIENCES APPLIQUEES DE
TOULOUSE INSAT

Gerard Goma
goma®insa-toulouse.fr
+33561559405

France

STEINBEIS FORSCHUNGS- UND
ENTWICKLUNGS-ZENTREN
GMBH - SFZ

Frank Graage
graage@steinbeis-nordost.de
+49 381 2106610

Germany

BIOINDUSTRY PARK SILVANO
FUMERO SPA

Fabrizio Conicella
conicella@bioindustrypark.it
+39 0125 561311

Italy

UNIVERSITE CLAUDE BERNARD
LYON 1

Joél Lachuer,
lachuer@univ-lyonl.fr
+33472697600

France
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BOTERA

Reinforcing cooperation between the Royal Botanic Garden of Jordan and ERA

Period: 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2014
Total cost: EUR 497 570

Budget from EC: EUR 497 570
Contract number: 294416

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Jordan is rich in flora with over 2500
species including 363 species of vascular
plants. It is situated at the Southern edge
of the Fertile Crescent and is a hotspot
for crop, wild crop relatives and medicinal
plant diversity of vital global importance.
However, due to pressures associated
with desertification, many of Jordan's
plant habitats are threatened or on the
verge of extinction. About 35% of all
Jordanian flora can be found at the Royal
Botanic Garden of Jordan (RBG), the
country's only botanical garden. It was
established by the Ministry of
Environment to implement the 1992
Convention on Biological Diversity and its
mission is to conserve regional
biodiversity at the habitat level. RBG is
well  networked  with  agricultural,
environmental and tourism organisations
throughout Jordan and the surrounding
region and acts as a natural focal point
for botanical and conservation research.
Via BOTERA, RBG aims to become more
closely integrated with ERA through

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: Royal Botanic Garden

capacity building and strategic
collaboration ~ with  three  excellent
European research and innovation

organisations: Royal Botanic Gardens -
Kew, University of Birmingham, and
Innoveo Consulting.

ACTIVITIES

The focus of the capacity building will be
on three key botanical research topics: A)
Plants and Seed Conservation, B) Genetic
Resource Diversity and Biotechnology, and
() Utilisation and Access Benefit Sharing.
These are research topics highly relevant
to the FP7 KBBE and Environment
thematic priorities. The BOTERA project
will be implemented by a dedicated team
of experienced RBG researchers. It will be
overseen by a steering committee
involving the consortium partners plus
members of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Ministry of Environment, NCARE, ICARDA
and Royal Marine Conservation Society of
Jordan.
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COORDINATOR

Royal Botanic Garden
Saifan Sabah
Saifan_sabah®yahoo.fr
+962 79 5048991
Jordan

CONTRACTORS

INNOVEO CONSULTING
Laurent Driutti
laurent.driutti®innoveo-
consulting.eu

+352 691916624
Luxembourg

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS
KEW

Shahina Ghazanfar
S.Ghazanfar@®kew.org
+44 (0) 20 8332 5286
United Kingdom

THE UNIVERSITY OF
BIRMINGHAM

Nigel Maxted

nigel. maxted@dial pipex.com
+44 (0) 1297 678774
United Kingdom
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COCONET

Towards COast to COast NETworks of marine protected areas (from the shore
to the high and deep sea), coupled with sea-based wind energy potential

Period: 01/02/2012 to 31/01/2016
Total cost: EUR 11 368 996,69
Budget from EC: EUR 9 000 000
Contract number: 287844

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The project regards the Mediterranean
and the Black Seas. The objectives are the
production of guidelines for the institution
of networks of Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) and the evaluation of the
possibility of constructing Offshore Wind
Farms (OWF) in both seas. The aims, thus,
regard direct environmental protection, by
passing from focused action within MPAs
to widened action throughout networks of
MPAs, and indirect environmental
protection with clean energy production
with the instalment of OWFs. It is
important that the same group of
scientists and SMEs are carrying out both
actions, because energy production and
environmental protection are often in
contrast with each other, whereas their
harmonization is crucial to an ecosystem-
based management of our activities. The
fragmentation of approaches, in fact,
might lead to contrasting outcomes that
might reduce the possibility of effective
governance.

ACTIVITIES
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Funding scheme: CP

Coordinator: CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE
DELLE RICERCHE

Website: www. coconet-fp7.eu

The 39 Institutes and SMEs involved in
the project belong to 22 countries in three
continents:  Africa, Asia, Europe. A
foremost activity is to foster dialogue and
collaboration within the group, with a
series of workshops, summer schools and
individual visits aimed at amalgamating
the community of scientists while
focusing on the main themes of the
project. The expertise of the participants
ranges from molecular biology to
ecosystem ecology, geology, physical
oceanography, socio-economy,
engineering, international law and many
other sub-disciplines. The analysis of
available knowledge on the topics
relevant to the project will lead to a
synthesis aimed at fulfilling the two main
objects of the project (the production of
guidelines to establish networks of MPAs,
and OWFs in the Mediterranean and the
Black Seas). Two pilot projects, one in the
Mediterranean Sea and one in the Black
Sea, will help refine the concepts
stemming from already available
knowledge. Capacity building will be an
important outcome of the project, with
the share of expertise throughout the
consortium, as well as outside the



consortium  with focused outreach
activities.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

As requested by the call, the results will
be the gquidelines for the design of
networks of MPAs in the Mediterranean
and the Black Seas, and an evaluation of
the possibilities of establishing OWF in
both basins. To reach these objectives, a
series of steps will be taken, resulting in
better knowledge of the investigated
systems. For instance, MPAs, with little
exceptions, cover coastal areas only. The
networks, however, will comprise the open
and the deep sea, with the opening of
new approaches to marine conservation,
intertwined with the ways of producing
clean energy. The general vision that will
stem from this project will frame specific
problems (in this case MPAs and OWF)
into a wider context, so as to reach a
synthetic view that will consider the links
among areas of human intervention that,
so far, have been considered as separate.
This will allow for a knowledge-based
management and protection of the
marine environment.
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COORDINATOR

CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DELLE
RICERCHE

Ferdinando Boero
boero®@unisalento.it

+39 010 6475416

Italy

CONTRACTORS

3EN.V.

Geert Dooms
Geert.dooms@3E.eu
+32 2217 58 68
Belgium

AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO
SUPERIOR DE
INVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS

Annie Machordom
annie@mncn.csic.es

+91 411 13 28 EXT.1126
Spain

A.0. KOVALEVSKIY INSTITUTE
OF BIOLOGY OF SOUTHERN
SEAS

Nataliya Milchakova
milchakova@gmail.com
+38-0692-5441-10

Ukraine

CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE
Serge Planes
planes@univ-perp.fr
+33-4-68661711

France

CLU SRL

Claudia Cesarini
info@cluweb.it
+30-051-375977
Italy

COISPA TECNOLOGIA &
RICERCA

Giuseppe Lembo
lembo®coispa.it

+39 080 5433596
Italy

CONSORZIO NAZIONALE
INTERUNIVERSITARIO PER LE
SCIENZE DEL MARE

Angelo Tursi
info@conisma.it -

Italy

DANMARKS TEKNISKE
UNIVERSITET

Asbjgrn Christensen
asc@aqua.dtu.dk

+45 35883373
Denmark

HELLENIC CENTRE FOR
MARINE RESEARCH
Maria Antonietta
Pancucci-Papadopoulou
apan®ath.hcmr.gr

+30 22910 76383
Greece

INSTITUTE OF OCEANOLOGY -
BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES

Todorova Valentina
vtodorova®io-bas.bg

+359 52 370484

Bulgaria

INSTITUT NATIONAL
AGRONOMIQUE DE TUNISIE
Jamila Ben Souissi
bensouissi.jamila@inat.agrinet.tn

+216 26 617 691
Tunisia

INSTITUTO ESPANOL DE
OCEANOGRAFIA Salud
Deudero Company
salud.deudero@ba.iec.es
+34-971-401561

Spain

INSTITUT PO
BIORAZNOOBRAZIE |
EKOSISTEMNI IZSLEDVANIYA -
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BALGARSKA AKADEMIYA NA
NAUKITE

Georgi Daskalov
gmdaskalov@®yahoo.co.uk
+359 52 646892

Bulgaria

INSTITUTUL NATIONAL DE
CERCETARE-DEZVOLTARE
MARINA GRIGORE ANTIPA
Tania Zaharia
zahar®@alpha.rmri.ro
+40241540870

Romania

INSTITUTUL NATIONAL DE
CERCETARE-DEZVOLTARE
PENTRU GEOLOGIE SI
GEOECOLOGIE MARINA-
GEOECOMAR

Mihaela Melinte
melinte@geoecomar.ro
+40212525512

Romania

ISRAEL OCEANOGRAPHIC AND
LIMNOLOGICAL RESEARCH
LIMITED

Bella Galil

bella®ocean.org.il
972-4-8565272

Israel

ISTANBUL UNIVERSITY
Bayram Ozturk
ozturkb®istanbul.edu.tr
+905327611140
Turkey

JAVNA USTANOVA
UNIVERZITET CRNE GORE
PODGORICA

Vesna Macic¢
vmacic®ibmk.org

+382 334 572
Montenegro

MARINE HYDROPHYSICAL
INSTITUTE - UKRAINIAN
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES



Vladimir Malinovsky
vladimir.malinovsky@gmail.com
+38-068-9470194

Ukraine

MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY

Bettina Fach Salihoglu
bfach®@ims.metu.edu.tr
+90-324-5212406 ext 1211
Turkey

UNIVERSITE MOHAMMED V
AGDAL -INSTITUT
SCIENTIFIQUE RABAT
Mohammed Ramdani
ramdanimed®gmail.com
+212 537774549
Morocco

NENUPHAR SARL

Charles Smadja
charles.smadja@nenuphar-
wind.com

+33671904703

France

P.P. SHIRSHOV INSTITUTE OF
OCEANOLOGY OF RUSSIAN
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
Tamara Shiganova
shiganov@ocean.ru
+7-499-1292327

Russian Federation

RUSSIAN STATE
HYDROMETEOROLOGICAL
UNIVERSITY

Lev Karlin

rector@rshu.ru
+7-812-444-41-63
Russian Federation

SINOP UNIVERSITY*SINOP
FISHERIES FACULTY SNU FF
Levent Bat
leventb®@sinop.edu.tr
+905326981657

Turkey

SOFIISKI UNIVERSITET SVETI
KLIMENT OHRIDSKI

Joanna Staneva
jstaneva®icbm.de
+359-2-8668719

Bulgaria

STIFTELSEN NANSEN SENTER
FOR FJERNMAALING

Lasse H. Pettersson
lasse.pettersson@nersc.no
+4755205800

Norway

THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY
Marine Arabidze
marabidze®environment.ge
+32 995 439517

Georgia

THE NATURE CONSERVATION
BUREAU LIMITED

Laurie Strike
laurie@naturebureau.co.uk
+44 1635 550380

United Kingdom

UKRAINIAN SCIENTIFIC CENTRE
OF ECOLOGY OF THE SEA
Richard Lisovskyi
accem@®te.net.ua

+38 0482 681567

Ukraine

UNIVERSIDAD DE CANTABRIA

Ifiigo Losada Rodriguez
losadai®unican.es
+34-942-201810
Spain

UNIVERSITAET ROSTOCK
Detlef Czybulka
detlef.czybulka®uni-rostock.de
+49-381-498-8256
Germany
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UNIVERSITA TA MALTA
Patrick J. Schembri
patrick.j.schembri@um.edu.mt
+365 2340 2789

Malta

UNIVERSITE DU SUD TOULON
VAR

Anne Molcard
molcard®@univ-tln.fr

+33 49414 2936

France

FONDACIONI ZOJA E
KESHILLIT TE MIRE
Edmond Hajderi
e.hajderi®unizkm.edu.al
+355-4-2273290
Albania

UNIVERSITY OF THE AEGEAN-
RESEARCH UNIT

Areti Kontogianni
akonto@aegean.gr

+30 22510 36700

Greece

UNIVERSITY OF ZADAR
Stewart Schultz
sschultz@unizd.hr
+385-23-200-653
Croatia

OOECBKUI OITIAN IHCTUTYTY
BI0NOTIT NIBOEHHMX MOPIB
HAH YKPATHW

Borys Aleksandrov
obibss@paco.net

+380 48 7250918

Ukraine



CREAM

Coordinating research in support to application of EAF (Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries) and management advice in the Mediterranean and Black Seas

Period: 01/05/2011 to 30/04/2014
Total cost: EUR 1 237 119

Budget from EC: EUR 999 137
Contract number: 265648

Funding scheme: CSA

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The Coordination Action (hereafter ‘the
project’) will establish an effective
collaboration network among key players
in Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries
research and  management.  The
participants in the project include national
research institutes from Mediterranean
and Black Sea countries with a long
history and active participation in
fisheries research and assessment, who
provide advice to national, regional and
international  fisheries = management
organisms. The project will seek the active
collaboration of regional and international
fisheries management organisms as
external participants in the project, in
order to identify the gaps (in terms of
data, knowledge, training, coordination)
which hamper at present the full
application of the ecosystem approach in
the management of Mediterranean and
Black Sea fisheries.

ACTIVITIES
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Coordinator: MEDITERRANEAN
AGRONOMIC INSTITUTE OF ZARAGOZA /
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR ADVANCED
MEDITERRANEAN AGRONOMIC STUDIES
Website: www.creamproject.eu

The project will have a strong training and
capacity-building component in order to
help harmonise data collection and
methodologies used in  fisheries
assessment and management in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea. The project
will serve to establish the guidelines for
the application of the ecosystem
approach to fisheries in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea, both in EU
Member States and in third countries. The
project is organised in six work packages:
(i) project coordination; (ii) review of
current knowledge on data collection and
methodological practices in assessment
and management ; (iii) identification of

data needs, quality, harmonisation,
methodologies and models for EAF; (iv)
establishing  coordination  with  the
assessment and management
international/regional bodies; (v) training
and capacity building; symposium;
dissemination component ; (vi)

strengthening the scientific basis of EAF
application in Mediterranean and Black
Sea fisheries.
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FAWIRA

Strengthening of Food, Agriculture and Water-related International Research

Cooperation of Algeria

Period: 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2014
Total cost: EUR 558 600

Budget from EC: EUR 499 060
Contract number: 295088

OBJECTIVES

FAWIRA aims to reinforce the research
cooperation capacities of the Algerian
National Institute of Agronomic Research
(INRAA) in the field of food, agriculture
and water. INRAA will achieve its objective
by becoming a centre of excellence in
food, agriculture and water in the context

of the European research area.
Additionally, INRAA will improve its
standing by facilitating its participation in
FP7 programmes like KBBE and

Environment, and other European related
research programmes, where INRAA will
cooperate and develop the responses to
Algeria’s socioeconomic needs.

ACTIVITIES

The FAWIRA work plan is fully functional
and designed for optimal performance to
achieve its objectives. The work plan
strategy is based on a combination of
core and complementary activities,
allocated to highly experienced partners
that can ensure the full involvement of
the relevant components of food,
agriculture and water research, as well as
capacity building. The work plan is

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE AGRONOMIQUE D'ALGERIE
Website: http://www.inraa.dz

composed of three interconnected and
supporting work packages for strategic
development, enhancing innovation and
the building of human resources
capacities and research instrument
strengthening. The whole action is based
on food, agriculture and water research
needs and opportunities analysis, backed
by a strong network facilitation and
dissemination activities and supported by
a solid project management organisation.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The project will carry out an analysis of
food, agriculture and water research
needs and opportunities in Algeria. Part of
the outcomes of this WP will be shared
with the MIRA project, particularly WP7
for shaping a research strategic agenda in
support of Horizon 2020. The project will
also support the development of a
strategic plan for the realisation of
competitive research to face local and
regional socioeconomic needs and the
development of a business plan to
provide strategic direction for further
development of the research centre
towards internationalisation and efficient
responses to local socioeconomic needs
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as regards enhancing the delivery of food,
agriculture and water services, integrating
women in research and providing better
opportunities to young researchers to
reduce brain-drain phenomena. The
project will particularly focus on specific
support schemes for young researchers
and provide personalised individual
coaching sessions to maximise the impact
of trainings. The setting up of a food,
agriculture and water laboratory at INRAA
will support research also after the
project’'s completion, thus facilitating the
sustainability of the project. In parallel,
the project will focus on the creation of
synergies with other Algerian,
Mediterranean and EU initiatives,
facilitation of networks, dissemination of
project information and food, agriculture
and water research results.
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FORCE

Fisheries and aquaculture-Oriented Research Capacity in Eqypt

Period: 01/11/2011 to 30/04/2013
Total cost: EUR 589 982

Budget from EC: EUR 499 557
Contract number: 295004

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

FORCE is designed to enhance the
capacity of the Egyptian National Institute
of Oceanography and Fisheries (NIOF) to
carry out research activities aimed at
supporting the implementation of sound
and science-based policies for the
sustainable development of fisheries and
aquaculture in Egypt, as well as in the
whole Mediterranean North African region.

ACTIVITIES

In order to achieve these objectives,
FORCE project will focus on the following
activities:

» 1: to ensure an efficient and integrated
management of the consortium. This work
package will be led by NIOF, allowing this
institution to learn-by-doing how the
administrative part of a European project
should be carried out (i.e. documentation
to provide to the EC, financial
management, deliverables, etc.) and how
a coordinator should interact with the
consortium to achieve a successful
project.

» 2: to support NIOF in testing indicators
of impact of finfish cage culture in
coastal areas, in order to identify the

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
OCEANOGRAPHY AND FISHERIES

most cost-effective monitoring practices
and to enhance NIOF’s research capacities
in sustainable aquaculture by training
NIOF researchers in using and developing
simulation models. This knowledge
transfer from the University of Ca’Foscari
to NIOF will reinforce the research
capacities of this institution in the field of
aquaculture, thus facilitating its
participation as partner in EU research
projects.

» 3. to promote the coordination and
stimulate synergies between Egypt and
EU Member States, to strengthen the
capacity for developing the sustainable
management of fisheries through training
and exchange of expertise, and to
transfer expertise on fishing technology
based on the requirements of an
ecosystem  approach to  fisheries
management, in order to describe new
fishing methods and strategies that
mitigate adverse environmental impacts.

» 4: to enhance the capacity building for a
comprehensive strategy, to improve
women’s  capacities to  contribute
effectively to a real improvement in the
socioeconomic conditions of the fishery
community, and to encourage female
scientists and postgraduate students to
participate in EU research programmes

95




and to improve their capability for writing
competitive research proposals for the
Framework Programme.

P 5 to ensure effective external
dissemination, communication and
optimal outreach of the project and its
results and to strengthen the NIOF
network in the aquaculture and fisheries
sectors with relevant European research
centres in the area.
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FORESTERRA

Enhancing FOrest RESearch in the MediTERRAnean through improved

coordination and integration

Period: 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2015
Total cost: EUR 2.467.435.20
Budget from EC: EUR 1.997.795.00
Contract number: 291832

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Context

Forest research in the Mediterranean region
is currently handicapped by its
fragmentation, its limited means, and
occasional outdating and isolation. In
addition, the low benefits that
Mediterranean forests provide to forest-
based industries -compared to other
European forests- make it difficult to attract
interest and funds from the private sector.

Objectives

e Harmonise data collection and
information exchange

¢ Promote dialogue among scientists and
international bodies

e Provide an ambitious framework for
networking

e Mitigate and adapt to climatic threats

e Develop recommendations to improve
cooperation

e Disseminate information and results

ACTIVITIES
New ways to overcome the situation will be
implemented through research partnerships,

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: MINISTERIO DE ECONOMIA Y
COMPETITIVIDAD

Website: http://www.foresterra.eu/

networking, capacity building, higher
education programmes, knowledge transfer
and lifelong learning.

Advancing scientific  knowledge and
fostering innovation will be essential to
ensure the sustainable management of
Mediterranean forests and to build
knowledge based on bio-economy in the
region.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES
Main results

FORESTERRA ERA-NET aims to reinforce the
scientific coordination and integration of

Mediterranean programmes in forest
research, as well as the scientific
cooperation  with  countries of the
Mediterranean area, and with other
Mediterranean Climate Areas (Australia,
South Africa, Chile, and California).
Secondary results

e Avoid duplication among different

research bodies, and also identify the
knowledge gaps and opportunities.

e Integrate the network of the regional
bodies and the national organisations
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responsible of Mediterranean forests
research.

Develop knowledge and foster sharing of
foresight visions, which will be a driver
for research and innovation on
Mediterranean forest and the goods and
services they provide.

Increase cooperation among disciplines
and organisations.

Durable cooperation and integration
among FORESTERRA partners
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OLITREVA

Capacity Building for Sustainable Treatment and Valorisation of Olive Mill

Waste (OMW) in Palestine

Period: 01/10/2011 to 30/09/2014
Total cost: EUR 644 168

Budget from EC: EUR 495 700
Contract number: 295107

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The treatment of olive mill waste (OMW)
is a major challenge for the
Mediterranean region. It has been largely
demonstrated that incorrect OMW
management leads to soil, surface and
groundwater pollution and deterioration
of the landscape. In Palestine, where
water is considered to be a highly
important resource for which there is
currently an increasing demand from
almost all sectors, OMW treatment and
valorisation is gaining increasing attention
from many researchers in the world.
Olives and their oil make major
contributions to the Palestinian economy.
Olive farms cover almost half of the
cultivated area in the West Bank, and oil
production contributes around 28.7% of
the agricultural domestic income. At the
same time, olive mills generate large
amounts of wastewater, which at the
moment is not being treated, thus
exacerbating water availability. Finding
effective treatment methods for the
effluents of the olive industry is therefore

an important research topic for
universities and scientific institutes in
Palestine. Indeed, some small-scale

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: APPLIED
INSTITUTE JERUSALEM

RESEARCH

projects have been carried out, mainly by
Palestinian research organisations with
the support of international donors.
However, they have not sufficiently
contributed to a substantial improvement
in environmental conditions. In response
to this situation, efforts in this field
should focus on strengthening local
research, including researchers and their
institutions, and on building up local S & T
capabilities. The level of domestic science
and technology capabilities determines
the success or failure of a given country
to benefit from technology transfer and
goes hand-in-hand with social progress
and economic development. In this
particular case, it is imperative to equip
Palestinian research institutions with
appropriate  S&T and  cooperation
capacities to be able to propose
appropriate solutions to the
environmental challenges caused by
OMW. Along these lines, the aim of

OLITREVA is to reinforce the RTD
capacities of the Applied Research
Institute — Jerusalem (ARIJ) in the

sustainable management of OMW in the
West Bank, by increasing networking and
cooperation with European centres of top-
level research and scientific excellence
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working in the same field. In this way,
ARIJ will develop the necessary capacities

to respond to the environmental
challenges resulting from incorrect OMW
disposal. Engaging one of the country’s
leading institutions in this field, ARLJ, will
be the first step towards the achievement
of this goal, while widening the path for
future collaborations between EU and
Palestinian researchers and bringing
current research activities in the field of
OMW treatment and valorisation to new
heights.

ACTIVITIES

The work plan conceived for the present
action  will boost  human and
organisational development in Palestine
by means of exchanging and sharing
knowledge, experiences and best practices
between EU and Palestinian research
organisations in the long term. In parallel,
it will promote the establishment of
research networks that will accelerate the
creation of new knowledge in the field of
OMW and provide more comprehensive
scientific solutions to the common
challenges. OLITREVA will enhance the
exchange of scientific and technological
knowledge as well as the cross-
fertilisation of ideas. The Mediterranean
partner countries (MPCs) have developed
diversified technologies and know-how
specialising in certain fields dictated by
peculiar local conditions. Some countries
have thus built up knowledge and
expertise on specific problems, gaining a
wealth of experience that could benefit
those countries faced with similar
problems. The definition of the future
research path in OMW treatment and
valorisation represents a great step
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towards the development of cost-
effective technology for the special
conditions of the Mediterranean region.
The content and structure of the work
plan have been chosen to achieve the
objective described above as efficiently as
possible, and within a period of two years.
The first stage of the project will cover
the assessment of the current state of
RTD capacities in the field of OMW
treatment and valorisation. Based on the
assessment results, the partners will
evaluate challenges, opportunities and the
potential of this research area in
Palestine. In turn, the second stage of the
project will be devoted to strengthening
the RTD and cooperation capacities of
ARIJ, by means of a tailor-made strategy
for research and cooperation
improvement and activities for capacity

building.  Finally, the dissemination
activities seek to increase the
international visibility of Palestinian
researchers and research institutions,

while fostering networking with peer
organisations abroad in the frame of
OLITREVA’s international conference.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The expected outputs of the project are
to:

» Provide an in-depth assessment of the
existing S&T capacities of local research
institutions dealing with OMW treatment,
a basis that will be used by Palestinian
researchers to build on and search for the
most efficient techniques that suit their
national conditions;

» Facilitate the exchange of information
and expertise between European and
Palestinian researchers on OMW,;



» Train certain junior researchers on
technical OMW treatment and valorisation
processes and on European project
management related issues;

» Raise awareness amongst the scientific
community, public authorities and society
on the necessity of sustainable and

technologies for the

environmental
development on OMW treatment;

» Show examples of good practice in
demonstrative activities of implemented
OMW treatment technologies, and help
the Palestinian research institute to chart

the course of future research in the

addressed field.
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SIRRIMED

Sustainable use of Irrigation water in the Mediterranean region

Period: 01/07/2010 to 31/12/2013
Total cost: EUR 4 300 086

Budget from EC: EUR 2 999 078
Contract number: 245159

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

SIRRIMED will address issues related to
the sustainable wuse of water in
Mediterranean  irrigated  agricultural
systems, with the overall aim of
optimising irrigation water use. The
approach proposed in SIRRIMED for
reaching this goal will be based on
integrated water irrigation management
(IWIM) where improving water use
efficiency will be considered at farm,
irrigation district and watershed scales.
This strategy implies the development of
more efficient irrigation techniques
improving water productivity that will
allow reductions in water consumption.

ACTIVITIES AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES

SIRRIMED will consider the development,
testing and validation of new deficit
irrigation strategies, the sustainable use
of poor quality waters and the
improvement  of  precise irrigation

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO
SUPERIOR DE INVESTIGACIONES
CIENTIFICAS

Website: www.sirrimed.org

scheduling using plant sensors. These new
techniques will be integrated with suitable
husbandry irrigation practices. At the
district scale, efforts should be directed
towards an integrated policy of water
allocation which accounts for the
characteristics and specificity of each

farm, requiring the availability of
databases and management tools
(decision support systems) specifically

designed to fulfil the objectives of
maximising water use efficiency. At the
watershed scale, priority should be given
to the assessment of new models of
water governance, and the definition of
strategies and policies aimed at
promoting a more responsible use of
irrigation water. Finally, SIRRIMED will
establish a sound dissemination strategy
for transfer of knowledge towards the
end wusers, with a very important
participatory approach to facilitate an
adequate involvement of stakeholders
(farmers, association of irrigation users,
water authorities and SMEs).
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SUSTAINMED

Sustainable agri-food systems and rural development in the Mediterranean

Partner Countries

Period: 01/03/2010 to 28/02/2013
Total cost: EUR 2 644 117

Budget from EC: EUR 1 996 771
Contract number: 245233

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The overall objective of the SUSTAINMED
project is to assess the impacts of EU and
national agricultural, rural, environmental
and trade policies in the Mediterranean
partner countries (MPCs). Specific impacts
will include socioeconomic changes,
income distribution, resource
management, trade liberalisation, poverty
alleviation, employment and migration
trends, as well as commercial relations
with major partners (in particular the EU).

ACTIVITIES

The project will integrate a wide range of
complementary methods and analytical
tools including quantitative modelling,
structured surveying, indicator building
and qualitative data analysis, in order to
provide: (i) orders of magnitude of the
impact in MPCs related to changes in
important policy parameters; and (ii)
qualitative insights into processes which
will be important for the future welfare of
MPCs but which cannot be fully captured
by quantitative indicators.

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DES
HAUTES ETUDES AGRONOMIQUES
MEDITERRANEENNES INSTITUT
AGRONOMIQUE MEDITERRANEEN
Website: http://sustainmed.iamm.fr/

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The project results will enable the
European Commission and relevant
stakeholders to formulate realistic

policies and action plans aimed at
supporting sustainable agri-food systems,
rural development programmes and
capacity building in the Mediterranean
region. The project outcomes will also
contribute to improving collaboration and
economic and commercial relations
between the EU and target MPCs, in line
with the stated goals of the Barcelona
process: Union for the Mediterranean.

Furthermore, the project will provide
relevant research  for  sustainable
development in fulfilling the EU’s

commitment towards the UN millennium
development goals in the region. The
project consortium brings  together
recognised researchers from six EU
Member States, one associated country
and five MPCs, with a strong scientific
background and experience in
Mediterranean  policy, market and
institutional analysis.

107




COORDINATOR

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DES
HAUTES ETUDES
AGRONOMIQUES
MEDITERRANEENNES INSTITUT
AGRONOMIQUE
MEDITERRANEEN DE
MONTPELLIER

Etienne Montaigne
montaigne@iamm.fr
+33467046018

France

CONTRACTORS

ECOLE NATIONALE
D'AGRICULTURE DE MEKNES
Akka Ait El Mekki
amekki@enameknes.ac.ma
+212 535300239

Morocco

AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO
SUPERIOR DE
INVESTIGACIONES
CIENTIFICAS

Carlos Manuel Abad Ruiz
sgae@csic.es
+34-915668852

Spain

INSTITUT NATIONAL
AGRONOMIQUE DE TUNISIE
Boubaker Thabet
boubaker_thabet®yahoo.com
+216 97 601 757

Tunisia

UNIVERSITY OF KENT
Ruth Woodger
r.p.woodger@kent.ac.uk
+4401227 823789
United Kingdom

MEDITERRANEAN AGRONOMIC
INSTITUTE OF CHANIA

George Baourakis
baouraki®@maich.gr
+302821035020

Greece

PELLERVON TALOUDELLISEN
TUTKIMUSLAITOKSEN
KANNATUSYHDISTYS RY
Perttu Pyykkonen
perttu.pyykkonen@ptt.fi
+358400754928

Finland

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI
NAPOLI FEDERICO II.
Antonio Cioffi
cioffi@unina.it
+39-81-2539052

Italy

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND AGRARIAN REFORM
Atieh El Hindi
atieh.elhindi®napcsyr.org
+963 944265208

Syrian Arab Republic

UNIVERSIDAD POLITECNICA DE
VALENCIA

Jose-Antonio Perez-Garcia
europeos@ctt.upv.es
+34-96-3877409

Spain

ZAGAZIG UNIVERSITY
Ibrahim Soliman
Faculty Of Agriculture
ibsoliman®@hotmail.com
+20552283560

Egypt

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA
RECHERCHE AGRONOMIQUE
Christine Tailleferie
codron@supagro.inra.fr
+33 499 613 100

France
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AKDENIZ UNIVERSITY
Selim Cagatay
selimcagatay@yahoo.com
+902423102198

Turkey



SUWARESA

Capacity and knowledge building on the Sustainable Use of Water Resources

in Syrian Agriculture

Period: 01/01/2011 to 31/12/2013
Total cost: EUR 616 380

Budget from EC: EUR 499 904
Contract number: 266504

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

SUWARESA’'s main objective is to
reinforce the scientific and research
cooperation capacities of MAAR-GCSAR-
ANRR in the sustainable management of
water resources in Syrian agriculture and
to increase its competency and fund-
raising skills for a successful participation
in the EU Framework Programme. The
specific objectives of SUWARESA are: to
setup the research/ cooperation priorities
between Syria and the EU in the field of
agricultural water management; to build
capacity and develop human resources
for scientific research and research
cooperation in the Syrian agricultural
water management sector; to promote

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND AGRARIAN REFORM

Website: www.gcsar.gov.sy

networking, joint research themes and
exchange of knowledge on specific topics
of agricultural water management; to set
up the ANRR research and cooperation
strategy on the short and long-term basis;
and to disseminate the results of
activities by using different tools.

ACTIVITIES

SUWARESA will be carried out in close
collaboration with two well-reputed
regional partners (CIHEAM-IAMB and
CSIC), and with the involvement of local
stakeholders and recognised external,
international S&T policy experts and from
the other (neighbouring) European
neighbourhood policy (ENP) countries.
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COORDINATOR

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND AGRARIAN REFORM
Awadis Arslan
abarslan®@scs-net.org
+963-11-5756012

Syrian Arab Republic

CONTRACTORS

AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO
SUPERIOR DE
INVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS
Enrique Playan Jubillar
enrique.playan®@eead.csic.es
+34-976-716087

Spain

CENTRO INTERNAZIONALE DI
ALTI STUDI AGRONOMICI
MEDITERRANEI - ISTITUTO
AGRONOMICO MEDITERRANEO
DI BARI

Mladen Todorovic
mladen®@iamb.it
+39-080-4606235

Italy
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SWUP-MED

Sustainable water use securing food production in dry areas of the

Mediterranean region

Period: 01/07/2008 to 30/06/2013
Total cost: EUR 3 929 765

Budget from EC: EUR 2 728 104
Contract number: 212337

CONTEXT, OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

The strategic objective of the project is to
improve food crop production in the
Mediterranean region, influenced by
multiple abiotic stresses. These stresses
are becoming even more pronounced
under the changing climate, which is
predicted to result in drier conditions,
increasing temperatures, and greater
variability, causing desertification. The
project will work mainly in farmers’
communities to improve farming systems,
by strengthening a diversified crop
rotation and using marginal-quality water
for supplemental irrigation, aiming at the
following. (1) Introduce and test new
climate-proof crops and cultivars with
improved stress tolerance, selecting
promising varieties of cereals, grain
legumes and new crops. Climate-proof
traits will be identified for breeding
programmes using advanced
physiological and biochemical screening
tools. Supplemental irrigation will be
performed as deficit irrigation by different
sources of water. (2) Investigate the
sustainable field applicability of the
farming systems, such as environmental
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Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: Kgbenhavns Universitet
Website: http://www.swup-med.dk/

effects related to irrigation water quality
assessed by monitoring groundwater and
soil quality. Financial implications for the
farmer and economic costs and benefits
in the food sector will be analysed. (3)
Develop a research synthesis in dialogue
with the food sector, based on
experimental results and advanced
simulation modelling to improve farming
systems management, utilising dynamic
tools that ease adaptation to the effects
of a variable and changing climate.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The approach is participatory, involving
the farmer's community and the market
and political levels. The expected outcome
is improved productivity and sustainable
use of agricultural lands by developing a
more diverse farming system, supporting
economic development in non-European
Mediterranean countries while ensuring
mutual interest and benefit with the EU. It
will accelerate the adoption of improved
agricultural practices and technologies to
meet future constraints imposed by
climate changes.



COORDINATOR

K@BENHAVNS UNIVERSITET
Ivan Kristoffersen
ivk@adm.ku.dk

+45 35322626

Denmark

CONTRACTORS

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH IN
THE DRY AREAS

Elizabeth Bailey
e.bailey@cgiar.org

+963 21 2213433

Syrian Arab Republic

INSTITUTO DE TECNOLOGIA
QUIMICA E BIOLOGICA -
UNIVERSIDADE NOVA DE
LISBOA

Margarida Martinez
mmartinez®itgb.unl.pt
+351 21 4469641
Portugal

CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DELLE

RICERCHE

Marilena Di Matteo
m.dimatteo®isafom.cnr.it
+39 08177 17325

Italy

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
RESEARCH COUNCIL
Anna Hemmingway
anna®@wpo.nerc.ac.uk
+44 0 1491 838 800
United Kingdom

CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT FOR THE
ARAB REGION AND EUROPE
Ashraf Atef
elbadawy®cedare.org

+202 4513922

Egypt

INSTITUT AGRONOMIQUE ET
VETERINAIRE HASSAN I
Ouafae Benlhabib
o.benlhabib@®gmail.com
+212 3777 4037

Morocco

UNIVERSITY OF CUKUROVA
Ali Altioglu
butce-daire@cukurova.edu.tr
+90 322 3386329

Turkey

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Christine Casey
christine.casey®@®uwa.edu.au
+61 8 6488 1776

Australia
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ULIXES

Unravelling and exploiting Mediterranean Sea microbial diversity and ecology
for Xenobiotics’ and pollutants’ clean up

Period: 01/02/2011 to 31/01/2014
Total cost: EUR 3 909 331

Budget from EC: EUR 2 993 812
Contract number: 266473

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The project ULIXES aims to unravel,
categorise, catalogue, exploit and manage
the microbial diversity available in the
Mediterranean Sea for addressing
bioremediation of polluted marine sites.
The idea behind ULIXES is that the
multitude of diverse environmental niches
of the Mediterranean Sea contains a huge
range of microorganisms and their
components (e.g. catabolic enzymes) or
products (e.g. biosurfactant) that can be
exploited in pollutant- and site-tailored
bioremediation approaches.

ACTIVITIES

ULIXES intends to provide the proof-of-
concept that it is possible to establish and
exploit for bioremediation site-specific
collections of microbial strains, mixed
microbial cultures, enzymes,
biosurfactants and other microbial
products. These biotechnological
resources will be mined by using
approaches based on isolation of
culturable microorganisms as well as by
extensively applying advanced novel
‘meta-omics’ technologies recently
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Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI
MILANO

Website: www. ulixes.unimi.it

developed by the project partners and
exclusively available for ULIXES. Three
pollutant classes recognised worldwide as
environmental priorities will be
considered:  petroleum  hydrocarbons,
chlorinated compounds and heavy metals.
A large set of polluted environmental
matrices from sites located all over the
Mediterranean Sea will be explored,
including  seashore  sands, lagoon
sediments, deep sea sediments polluted
by heavy oil hydrocarbons, hypersaline
waters and sediments from polluted salty
coastal lakes and natural deep
hypersaline anoxic submarine basins and
mud volcanoes where hydrocarbon
seepages occur.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The mined collections of microbial
biotechnological products will be exploited
for the development of novel improved
bioremediation processes whose
effectiveness will be proved by ex situ
and in situ field bioremediation trials. A
careful dissemination action will be
pursued of the ULIXES results and
products to relevant stakeholders and
SMEs.



COORDINATOR

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI
MILANO

Daniele Daffonchio
daniele.daffonchio@unimi.it
+390250319117

Italy

CONTRACTORS

AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO
SUPERIOR DE
INVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS

Manuel Ferrer
mferrer@icp.csic.es
+34 91 5854872
Spain

BANGOR UNIVERSITY
Peter Golyshin
p.golyshin@bangor.ac.uk
+44 1248 38 3629
United Kingdom

CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DELLE
RICERCHE

Michail Yakimov
michail.yakimov®@iamc.cnr.it
+39090669003

Italy

ECOTECHSYSTEMS SRL
Monica Armeni
armeni®ecots.it
+39-071-204903
Italy

FACULTE DES SCIENCES,
UNIVERSITE DE TUNIS
Ameur Cherif
cherif.ameur@®gmail.com
+21625460651

Tunisia

MUBARAK CITY FOR
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND
TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS

Yasser Abdel-Fattah
yasserl967®yahoo.com
+2034593422

Egypt

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF
CRETE

Nicolas Kalogerakis

nicolas kalogerakis@enveng.tu
cgr

+30-28210-37794

Greece

UNIVERSITE HASSAN I
CASABLANCA
Mohamed Blaghen
blaghen@hotmail.com
+212 5222306 80
Morocco

UNIVERSITEIT GENT
Nico Boon
Nico.Boon®@Ugent.be
+32 09 264 5976
Belgium

YARMOUK UNIVERSITY
Hanan Malkawi
hananmalkawi@gmail.com
+962 777 397 468
Jordan
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COMBIOM - Strengthening cooperation in molecular biomedicine between EU and
Ukraine (Activities of International Cooperation)

EUMEDNETVSTB - Building a cooperative strategy between Europe and Mediterranean
countries for upgrading tuberculosis research and control

EUNAM - EU and North African Migrants: Health and Health Systems

GM_NCD_in_co - Reinforcing IPT capacities in Genomic Medicine, Non-Communicable
Diseases Investigation and international cooperation (Activities of International
Cooperation)

HEPACUTE - Host and viral factors in acute hepatitis C

HITT-2008 - Health in Times of Transition: Trends in Population Health and Health Policies
in CIS Countries

INARMERA - Integrating Armenia into the European research area (Activities of International
Cooperation)

KHCCBIO - Supporting the Establishment of a Cancer Biobank for Jordan and its
Neighbouring Countries through Knowledge Transfer & Training (Activities of International
Cooperation)

LEB'IN - Lebanon-Europe ‘on boarding’ to innovate and enhance research links in health
(Activities of International Cooperation)

MEDCHAMPS - MEDiterranean studies of Cardiovascular disease and Hyperglycaemia:
Analytical Modelling of Population Socio-economic transitions

MEDIGENE - Genetic and environmental factors of insulin resistance syndrome and its
long-term complications in immigrant Mediterranean populations

NEUROMED - Mediterranean Neurosciences Network

RESCAP-MED - NCDs and their social determinants in Mediterranean partner countries:
building sustainable research capacity for effective policy intervention

SPHINX - Spontaneous clearance in Patients acutely infected with HCV — Immune profiling,
Novel biomarkers and X-omics approaches

THEBERA - Theodor Bilharz into the European Research Area (Activities of International
Cooperation)
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COMBIOM

Strengthening Cooperation in Molecular Biomedicine between EU and Ukraine

Period: 01/12/2011 to 30/11/2014
Total cost: EUR 510.840

Budget from EC: EUR 455.499
Contract number: 294932

The objectives of the project are to:
- enhance the involvement of the Institute
of Molecular Biology and Genetics (IMBG)
researchers in the European research area
(ERA) in a framework of EU-Ukraine
mutual interests, especially in biomedical
research, and create a core consortium
for future FP7 collaborative projects;
- increase the cooperation capacities of
the IMBG as a promising partner in EU
research programmes;

prove the achievements and high
potential of Ukrainian biomedical research
to ERA and accommodate it in European
research priorities.

Description

Ukraine is one of the largest and
closest of the EU’s neighbours, with
high potential for scientific and
technological ~ development.  This
project is devoted to the development
of the operational network of EU and
Ukrainian scientists based on the
different approaches to solving the
problem of deciphering the molecular
mechanisms of cancer and
neurodegenerative  diseases, with
special emphasis on the possible links
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Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: INSTYTUT MOLEKULYARNOI

BIOLOGII | GENETYKY NAN UKRAINY
Website: http://www.combiom-fp7.org/

between these two pathologies. The
Institute of Molecular Biology and
Genetics (IMBG) is one of the leading
research institutions in molecular
biomedicine, oncogenomics and gene
technologies in Ukraine. It can carry
out even higher quality investigations
aimed at searching for effective
diagnostics and therapies for oncological
and neurodegenerative diseases, which
could be implemented for all
European citizens. There are two EU
partners in the consortium, which are
scientifically well recognised in their
countries as well as in Europe, and
which are experienced in running
projects of the fifth, sixth and seventh
framework programmes (FP5, FP6
and FP7). The French partner, IGR,
consists of groups focused on
molecular and cellular the aspects of
lymphomas, namely mantle cell
lymphoma and Burkitt lymphoma and
neuromuscular disorders such as
facioscapulohumeral dystrophy
(FSHD). The Polish partner, IIMCB, the
similarly to the Ukrainian partner,
consists of groups working on several
aspects of molecular biomedicine
including  neurodegeneration  and



oncology. Neither IGR nor IIMCB is a
new partner for IMBG. There have

been many years of scientific
relations, exchange visits, joint
conferences, workshops and

collaborative projects, which are now
described in detail.

To extend and upgrade the existing
links, several mutual visits between
the EU-Ukrainian research groups are
planned in order to learn more about
the partners’ scientific expertise,
strengths and research models.
Specific projects are planned in the
activities of the first work package
(WP1) in years 1-3 of the COMBIOM
project. The IMBG group leaders will
be in charge of ensuring the most
fruitful  scientific  exchange as
described in WP1, and of reflecting
the results in the reports. By involving
EU and Ukrainian partners’ groups in
the development of a common
biomedical research strategy, we can
address the scientific aims of the
project in setting up joint experiments
using different methodologies and
approaches.

In WP2, the EU partners will develop
special training programmes, which
will help the coordinators to build
their competency in applying and
running the project. For this purpose,
the experienced members of the
International Collaboration Unit of the
Polish partner will provide IMBG staff
with training on FP7 participation
rules and conditions as well as
successful proposal writing.
Furthermore, complementary courses
will be organised for IMBG scientists
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and administrators focusing on
intellectual  property, technology
exchange, ethical issues, etc.

WP3 describes the development
stages of the IMBG research strategy
in the molecular bio-medicine area.
These stages should lead to a close
correlation  with ERA  research
priorities and increased research
capacities due to the intensification of
international cooperation and, as a
result, to enhanced participation in EC
‘Cooperation’ research programmes.
Strengthening IMBG competitiveness
in corresponding research areas will
be an example to Ukrainian
stakeholders of successful
involvement in the ERA and improving
IMBG responses to the socioeconomic
needs of Ukraine.

WP4 is devoted to the dissemination
of the project results and sharing of
scientific knowledge. Several actions
aimed at increasing IMBG visibility are
planned — such as the creation of a
project  website, updating the
institute’s web-site, printing project
booklets and leaflets, popularisation
of the research results by lectures
and two round-tables with the mass
media.

WP5  concentrates on  project
management matters with the accent
on the leading role of IMBG in
COMBIOM’s successful
implementation.



COORDINATOR

INSTYTUT MOLEKULYARNOI
BIOLOGII | GENETYKY NAN
UKRAINY

Yanina Mishchuk
mishchuk®imbg.org.ua
+38044 5261129

Ukraine

CONTRACTORS

INSTITUT GUSTAVE ROUSSY
Arnauld Forest
arnauld.forest®igr.fr

+33 1421166 04

France

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
MOLECULAR AND CELL
BIOLOGY

Urszula Biatek-Wyrzykowska
ulawyrzykowska®@iimcb.gov.pl
+48 225970713

Poland
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EUMEDNETVSTB

Building a cooperative strategy between Europe and Mediterranean countries
for upgrading tuberculosis research and control

Period: 01/03/2010 to 28/02/2013
Total cost: EUR 1 157 400
Budget from EC: EUR 999 915

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Tuberculosis (TB) is amongst the most
deadly infectious diseases worldwide.
Despite the availability of a vaccine and
effective drugs, Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, the etiologic agent of TB, still
defies humanity. An alarming increase in
drug resistance and the emergence of
outbreaks has made the need for
increased surveillance and control urgent.
With its structured global geographical
distribution, it becomes increasingly clear
that this pathogen could have established
an advantageous association with its
host. Such region-specific host-pathogen
equilibrium argues for a TB control at a
regional level. The overall objective of this
project is to establish a network
connecting leading institutions in the field
from three North African countries
(Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia) and Europe.
The aim is to upgrade the research and
surveillance capacity potential of Europe’s
closest  neighbouring  Mediterranean
partner countries (MPC) through know-
how sharing, two-way experience
exchange, training, joint research
activities, and equipment upgrading.

ACTIVITIES
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Contract number:; 245872
Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: INSTITUT PASTEUR

By reinforcing existing human and
technological resources in the targeted
MPCs, the planned activities
contribute to better address the host and
pathogen key factors governing TB
transmission/expansion dynamics,
emergence of drug resistance, and host
susceptibility. This will endow MPCs with
higher capacity to better unveil the
molecular mechanisms leading to the
prevailing epidemiological situation in the
specific regional context.

will

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

Since TB is a health threat common to
both sides of the Mediterranean Sea,
which is amplified through consistent
population migration flows, the planned
cooperative initiative could also positively
impact on TB control in Europe.
Ultimately, dissemination of the project’s
results will foster the MPCs’ institutional
visibility and scientific competitiveness,
allowing them to be more integrated for
participation in  future  Framework
Programme calls.



COORDINATOR

INSTITUT PASTEUR
Nadia Khelef
nkhelef@pasteur.fr
+33 140613 378
France

CONTRACTORS

INSTITUT PASTEUR DE TUNIS
Faycal Chaabane
faycal.chabane@pasteur.rns.tn
+216 71793 420

Tunisia

FORSCHUNGSZENTRUM
BORSTEL

Susann Schrader
sschrader@fz-borstel.de
+49 04537 188213
Germany

INSTITUTO ARAGONES DE
CIENCIAS DE LA SALUD
Sergio Cervero
scervero.iacs@aragon.es
+34 976 71 68 64

Spain

INSTITUT PASTEUR D' ALGERIE
EP.IC

Mohamed Tazir
mohamedtazir@gmail.com
+213213607 79

Algeria

INSTITUT NATIONAL
D'HYGIENE

Jilali Baida
rajaeelaouad®@yahoo.fr
+212 53777 1902
Morocco

THE STEPHAN ANGELOFF
INSTITUTE OF MICROBIOLOGY,
BULGARIAN

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
Paulina Nikolova
micb@microbio.bas.bg

+3592 979 31 38

Bulgaria
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EUNAM

EU and North African Migrants: Health and Health Systems

Period: 01/04/2011 to 31/03/2015
Total cost: EUR 2 403 480

Budget from EC: EUR 1 998 430
Contract number: 260715

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The coordinates of human health are
complex in a single population, but they
are even more complex in migrants
whose life situation is always influenced
by the host country and the country of
origin. Some migrants may experience
several host countries and some return to
their country of origin. Thus it is important
to survey well-being, health status,
disease panorama and use of health
services of immigrants compared to the
native population. Such analyses would be
incomplete without casting a view on the
same indicators and parameters in the
country of origin.

ACTIVITIES

For this project, a team of experts has
been gathered to cover health aspects of
the full cycle of migration, considering the
health situation in Egypt, Tunisia and
Algeria as representative of the
Mediterranean North African (NA) partner
countries, which are the origin of vast
numbers of immigrants in the EU. The EU
partner countries from France, Italy,
Germany (subcontracting Slovenia) and
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Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: DEUTSCHES
KREBSFORSCHUNGSZENTRUM

Website: www.dkfz.de/en/
molgen_epidemiology/EUNAM/EUNAM.html

Sweden are not only receivers of NA
immigrants but they also have larger
numbers of immigrants from others
areas, allowing comparisons between
immigrant groups. The team has
experience in a variety of health and
disease measures and it has access to a
variety of survey and register material
relating to population health, disease
patterns and function of health care
systems. Many of the surveys and disease
registers have been carried out or
constructed by the present partners who
thus possess unique sources of data.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The team will review health effects of
migration from the country of origin to
the host country and come up with
scientifically valid state-of-the-art
evaluations and appropriate
recommendations for scientific and health
policy improving the
conditions for EU immigrants.

measures in



COORDINATOR

DEUTSCHES
KREBSFORSCHUNGSZENTRUM
Ina Krischek
i.krischek@dkfz.de

+49 6221 422700

Germany

CONTRACTORS

LUNDS UNIVERSITET
Jan Sundquist
jan.sundquist®med.lu.se
+46 40 391378
Sweden

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI
FERRARA

Carla Biondi
carla.biondi®unife.it

+39 0532 455482

Italy

INSTITUT DE RECHERCHE ET
DOCUMENTATION EN
ECONOMIE DE LA SANTE
Paul Dourgnon
dourgnon®irdes.fr

+33 1 53934336

France

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE SANTE

PUBLIQUE

Doudja Hammouda
dhammouda®sante.dz
+213 21911140
Algeria

CENTRE D'ETUDES ET
RECHERCHES PROSPECTIVES
Hasséne Kassar
halkassar®yahoo.fr
+21698215685

Tunisia

AIN SHAMS UNIVERSITY ASU
FACULTY OF MEDECINE
Wagida Anwar
wagidaanwar@yahoo.com
+20224837888

Egypt

INSTITUT PASTEUR DU MAROC
Tayeb Diouri
tayeb.diouri®@pasteur.ma
+212 6 61848951

Morocco
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GM_NCD_in_co

Reinforcing IPT capacities in Genomic Medicine, Non-Communicable Diseases
Investigation and international cooperation

Period: 01/12/2011 to 30/05/2014
Total cost: EUR 604 800

Budget from EC: EUR 499 690
Contract number: 295097

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The aim of the project is to reinforce
Institut Pasteur Tunis’ (IPT) capacities in
genomic medicine and its applications in
non-communicable diseases (NCD)
investigations and in international
cooperation activities. At the national
level, the objectives are to increase the
research activities in the field of NCD and
cooperation capacities and facilitate the
participation of Tunisian researchers in
relevant topics of the health theme, with
the ultimate goal of integrating in to ERA.
Specific objectives of the project are to:

» strengthen IPT competencies in

international cooperation and project
setting in order to enhance the
participation of researchers in

international FP projects. This will be
achieved via specific training modules;
» reinforce IPT’s scientific research and
technical capacities in the field of
genomic medicine and new molecular
tools for the investigation of the genetic
basis of NCDs:
» updating and upgrading the
knowledge level of IPT personnel is a
prerequisite for a successful action
plan of capacity building and
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strengthening. This specific objective
will be achieved through professional
training via advanced courses and
workshops in IPT;

» via short visits to European
laboratories and two pilot projects,
one on a preliminary investigation of
the genetic landscape of the Tunisian

population and one on gene
identification using next generation
sequencing;

» stimulate collaboration between

Tunisian and EU researchers in topics of
mutual interest in the field of NCD with
networking and dissemination activities;

» build the IPT business plan and
associated strategy of valorisation and
technology transfer activity in the frame
of EU-Tunisian R&D cooperation.

ACTIVITIES

To achieve the aims of the project several
actions are proposed: setting-up and
implementing training modules,
trainings on international project setting
in the framework of the European
framework programme, four advanced
courses, and theoretical and practical
workshops on various aspects of

two



structural and functional genomics, with a
particular emphasis on NCD
investigations,  will be  organised.
Exchange visits between IPT, IP Paris and
other EU laboratories working in relevant
fields are also planned to improve
networking capacities. Two pilot projects
will be performed, one on disease gene
identification using next generation whole
exome sequencing and one on a
preliminary description of the genetic
landscape of the Tunisian population. The
pilot projects will help stimulate
cooperation, identify potential bottlenecks
and propose improvements.

GM_NCD_in_Co targets IPT, an
independent governmental institution,
under the tutorship of the Tunisian

Ministry of Health. More than a century
old, this institution is considered as a
national and regional centre of excellence
in particular in the field of infectious

diseases. To respond to the new
challenges of the epidemiological
transition and with the increase in

prevalence of NCDs, IPT has developed
new activities related to the investigation
of the genetic basis of monogenic and
multifactorial diseases. Reinforcing these
promising activities has a great potential
to benefit EU research institutions
through new international cooperation
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activities. The consortium includes Institut
Pasteur in Paris (a non-profit research
organisation) and one SME (Synbea)
specialised in strategy, organisation and
innovation consulting.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

This project also aims to reinforce the
activities of the health theme contact
point in a synergistic way with other EU
projects (European-Tunisian collaboration
ETC and MIRA projects) and in
collaboration with contact points of other
thematic areas, i.e. environment, ICT and
KBBE. Dissemination and networking
activities will be performed via the project
website, newsletters, meetings and
brokerage events. A development plan will
be constructed for IPT in order to increase
its regional coverage and to improve its
response to socioeconomic needs. The
project results will be analysed and
recommendations signalled to national
authorities on how to increase the
participation of Tunisian researchers in

ERA, to tackle common regional
challenges for health systems. The
ultimate goal of this project is to

integrate Tunisia, a Mediterranean partner
country (MPC), into ERA, which is one of
the priorities of the EU’s European
neighbourhood policy (ENP).



COORDINATOR
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CONTRACTORS
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France
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HEPACUTE

Host and viral factors in acute hepatitis C

Period: 01/11/2010 to 31/10/2013
Total cost: EUR 3 854 861

Budget from EC: EUR 2 999 500
Contract number: 260844

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVE

Chronic hepatitis C is one of the most
common chronic viral infections of
humans and a major cause of chronic
liver disease, cirrhosis and liver cancer.
Still, about 4 million new infections occur
worldwide each year with 50-85% of
patients progressing to chronic hepatitis
C. Currently there is no marker to predict
spontaneous viral clearance and to guide
treatment decisions. The major objectives
of the HepaCute proposal are to develop
biomarkers predicting the outcome of
acute hepatitis C, improving the
management of the concerned patients
and thus decreasing the health burden of
hepatitis C in Europe and Mediterranean
partner countries (MPC). The HepaCute
consortium has evolved from a series of
EC-funded projects on hepatitis C
(HCVacc, HepCvax, Virgil, HEPACIVAC) and
consists of world leading experts in HCV
epidemiology, immunology, and virology,
including partners from Egypt and
Morocco, who have strongly influenced
the current management of patients with
acute hepatitis C in their respective
regions. HepaCute is closely connected to
ongoing national, European and Egyptian
networks on HCV research (HepNet, EASL,

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: KLINIKUM DER UNIVERSITAT
MUNCHEN

Website: http://www.hepacute.eu/

STDF). Together with another pertinent
EU-funded research project, SPHINX, it
actively contributes to coordinating EU-
funded hepatitis C research with research
projects funded in the MCP countries, in
particular with hepatitis research projects
funded under the Egyptian Science and
Technology Development Fund (STDF).

ACTIVITIES AND EXPECTED IMPACT

Within HepaCute the most innovative
technologies will be employed such as
genome-wide association studies,
transcriptomics, proteomics, and ultra-
deep sequencing to better understand the
early events in acute hepatitis C and to
translate these results into readily
practicable diagnostic tools to predict
spontaneous viral clearance. HepaCute
has firmly integrated partners from Egypt
and Morocco with pre-existing research
collaborations with European partners into
the scientific research programme and we
expect this continuing partnership
between European and Mediterranean
countries to have a strong impact on the
care of patients with acute hepatitis C
both in Europe and MPC.
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United Kingdom
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HITT-2008

Health in Times of Transition: Trends in Population Health and Health Policies

in CIS Countries

Period: 01/05/2009 to 30/04/2013
Total cost: 3.350.212

Budget from EC: 3.000.000

Contract number: 223344

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

“Health in Times of Transition: Trends in
Population Health and Health Policies in
CIS  Countries* (HITT-CIS) is an
international research project that will
study, in detail, trends in population
health and health policies in 10 countries
in the Commonwealth of Independent
States (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova, Russia and Ukraine). Its main
objectives are to measure and explain
prevalence and distribution of risk factors,
health outcomes, and their social, cultural,
and economic determinants; to develop
and implement validated community
profiles to capture the opportunities and
obstacles to leading a healthy lifestyle; to
assess health system performance,
focussing on accessibility and quality of
health services; to quantify the cost of ill
health through reduced labour supply and
productivity; to identify opportunities for
and obstacles to policy change in Russia;
market analysis; regional analysis of
alcohol -related mortality in Ukraine.
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Funding scheme: CP

Coordinator: INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED
STUDIES (INSTITUT FUR HOHERE
STUDIEN)

Website: http://www.hitt-cis.net/

ACTIVITIES

The study combines specialist expertise in
public health with epidemiological and
social science methods. Public health
expert identify key areas relevant to
policy and define areas for research, while
the social scientists develop and refine a
wide range of sociological measurement
tools and techniques. This combination
will provide new insights into an under-
researched but extremely important issue.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

HITT-CIS will bring concrete benefits by
providing recommendations to improve
public health policies and interacting with
national and international stake-holders
by: disseminating findings within each
country and to EU policymakers and
international researchers; capacity
building through training of researchers;
identifying policy implications based upon
research evidence.



COORDINATOR
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INARMERA

Integrating Armenia into ERA

Period: 01/09/2010 to 31/08/2013
Total cost: 544.120

Budget from EC: 499.710

Contract number: 265128

OBJECTIVES

Integration of the South Caucasus
countries into the European research area
(ERA) is one of the priorities of the EU’s
European neighbourhood policy. This is
the objective of the ERA-WIDE initiative
aimed at reinforcing the cooperation
capacity of a prominent R & D centre in
these countries by providing opportunities
to improve its research activities in the
thematic priority areas of FP7. The
government of the Republic of Armenia
recommended as such a centre the Centre
of Medical Genetics and Primary Health-
care (CMG), due to its high reputation,
broad international contacts, participation
in FP7 and the importance of the top-
level research in medical genetics for the
general population.

DESCRIPTION

CMG, founded in 1998, is the only
healthcare centre in Armenia and the
South Caucasus with high-profile clinical
and genetic departments, including
molecular genetics, biochemistry,
cytogenetics, immunohistochemistry and
genetic counselling. The CMG also
provides a broad range of services for

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: CENTER OF MEDICAL
GENETICS AND PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

children and adults in its outpatient clinic
facility. The staff has many years of

experience and  fruitful  scientific
collaborations with well-known
international institutions and research

programmes that are directly relevant to
the medical genetic problems of Armenia.
The CMG permanently supports the
creation of innovative projects in
molecular diagnostics, mental retardation,
women’s health, cancer genetics and
genetic epidemiology.

The INARMERA project consortium,
consisting of the CMG, the Institute of
Cancer Biology of the Danish Cancer
Society and the European Centre for
Knowledge and Technology Transfer
(Belgium), carries out research
assessments for CMG and organises
training in FP7 for CMG scientists and
their research training in medical genetics.
For networking and dissemination
purposes, workshops and summer schools
are organised in Armenia while Armenian
scientists attend events in Europe.
Meanwhile, from the start of INARMERA,
four pilot projects in medical genetics
have been organised between CMG
scientists and their colleagues not only in
Europe but also in Georgia, highlighting
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the regional aspect of INARMERA. The
pilot trials help participants to identify
bottlenecks of cooperation and propose
improvements.

The Strateqgy Experts Group developed the
strateqy for CMG aimed at the
establishment of CMG as a visible centre
of medical genetics studies in the
Caucasus and at turning it into a reliable
partner for European institutions in
framework programmes. Project results
and achievements will be analysed and
recommendations will be submitted to the
authorities on strengthening EU-Armenia
R & D cooperation leading to the
successful start of the integration of
Armenia into the ERA.

Implementation of INARMERA is expected
to turn CMG into reliable and capable
partner for Europe, jointly participating in
FP projects and developing new ways of
diagnosing and treating genetic disorders.
INARMERA creates favourable conditions
for participation in new FP7 calls for
proposals. These opportunities  will
encourage the emergence of new centres
of excellence — new potential partners
for the EU — and increase the regional
coverage of the research and techno-
logical performance of the CMG High-
level European scientists, enhancing their
collaboration with Armenia due to
INARMERA,  offer young  talented
Armenians support to undertake research
projects in Europe and the possibility of
future collaborative links with Europe.
INARMERA helps to link Armenia’'s S &T
sector institutions with EU partners and
defines the beneficial areas of
collaboration. Recommendations,
developed by INARMERA, highlight the

priorities and prospects for Armenia’s R &
D organisations and assist in the
commercialisation of applications through
linking Armenian institutes and
universities to EU technology centres and
businesses. The implementation of the
INARMERA work programme facilitates
the formulation of common priorities for
EU- Armenia collaborative R & D.

INARMERA can visibly contribute to
research and technological development
(RTD) capacity-building in Armenia via
enhancing and enforcing CMG’s ability ‘to
tap into the growing stock of global
knowledge and create new responses to
local needs’. Being a European project,
and promoting participation in joint EU
projects, INARMERA, nevertheless, creates
conditions and helps set up projects
covered by bilateral agreements between
EU Member States and associated
countries with Armenia.
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COORDINATOR
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KHCCBIO

Supporting the Establishment of a Cancer Biobank for Jordan and its
Neighbouring Countries through Knowledge Transfer & Training

Period: 15/11/2011 to 14/11/2013
Total cost: EUR 571 744

Budget from EC: EUR 571 744
Contract number: 295010

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

The King Hussein Cancer Center (KHCC) is
a specialised cancer centre in the Middle
East that treats both adult and paediatric
cancer patients. Currently, over 3500 new
cancer patients arrive each year from
Jordan and the neighbouring countries of
Egypt, Irag, Lebanon, Syria, Gulf countries
and North Africa. Founded in 1997, KHCC
is a non-governmental and not-for-profit
facility that is well-recognised as a leader
in cancer treatment in the Middle East.
KHCC is eager to maintain its leading
position in Middle Eastern cancer therapy
and remain at the forefront of cancer
detection and treatment. In order to
achieve this, KHCC plans to establish a
cancer biobank, KHCCBIO bank, for the
storage and archival of biospecimens that
can help in the elucidation of the disease.
The KHCCBIO bank intends to establish an
ISO-accredited biospecimen repository
incorporating all international
guidelines and best-in-class practices
under an approved quality management
system to procure, process and store
biospecimens for the benefit of
researchers in Jordan, its neighbouring
countries, European researchers and

current

133

Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: KING HUSSEIN CANCER
CENTER

researchers throughout the rest of the
world.

ACTIVITIES

KHCCBIO bank will be developed for the
purpose of collecting, processing, storing
and distributing high-quality, clinically
annotated biospecimens from consented
patients.  This novel, Jordan-based
biobank will also standardise and define
collections of biological samples for
patient-oriented research, to include
hypothesis-driven collections, as well as
collections for new questions arising, for
the ultimate improvement of patient
diagnosis, prognosis, treatment and
leading to a more personalised approach
to healthcare. Sample procurement will be
carried out by a team of highly trained

KHCC technicians who will directly
participate in surgeries and perform
sample collections and data recording.
Sample collection will be precisely

documented and very short tissue cold
(post-surgical) ischemia times between
resection and fixation will be the
standard.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES



Additional aims of the KHCCBIO support
action are to:

» develop KHCC's research infrastructure,
increase its scope and visibility and
improve its competitiveness throughout
the European and worldwide biomedical
science areng;

» establish a platform for future
knowledge transfer and collaborative
research;

» develop and enhance partnerships
between European and Middle Eastern
organisations for future staff exchanges,
seminars, and conferences focused on
cancer;

» disseminate KHCCBIO progress and
activities particularly with EU early lung
cancer (EUELC) collaborators to ensure
greatest impact;

» build competency so as to facilitate
participation of KHCC in future FP7 calls.
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LEB'IN

Lebanon-Europe ‘on boarding’ to innovate and enhance research links in

health

Period: 01/01/2012 to 30/06/2013
Total cost: EUR 736 228
Budget from EC: EUR 510 082

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

LEB'IN is a support action project, aimed
at stimulating win-win cooperation and
strategic partnership between Europe and
Lebanon in the thematic priority ‘Health’
and at integrating Lebanon into the
European research area, in order to:

» support Europe’s leading position and
European competitiveness in  health
sciences through strategic partnerships
with Lebanon by engaging the best
Lebanese health scientists to work in and
with Europe;

» enhance the production of knowledge
and scientific excellence by enabling

European universities, research
institutions and firms to establish
contacts with Lebanon, thereby
facilitating access to research
environments  outside  Europe and

promoting synergies on a global scale;

» address specific problems that Lebanon
faces or that have a global character, on
the basis of mutual interest and mutual
benefit. Consequently, the project aims to
develop cooperation capacities between
Lebanon and the European Union in the
field of health, and — through twinning,
capacity building and networking — to
support joint Lebanese-European

Contract number; 294983
Funding scheme: CSA
Coordinator: UNIVERSITE SAINT JOSEPH

relevant to the
in the FP7 work

research  activities
priorities identified
programme 2011.
In order to stimulate the cooperation, the
LEB‘IN project mission has four objectives:
P map and assess the strengths,
weakness and collaboration potential of
the project coordinator, one of the leading
Lebanese institutes, Université Sanit-
Joseph (USJ), and prepare USJ for the
next step in its strategic development,
developing a vision and objectives, and
orienting its work towards national,
regional and European needs;

» set up and implement an ambitious
twinning programme between USJ and its
long-term European  partner, the
Mediterranean University of Aix-Marseille
Il (UNIVMED) (France), aimed at fostering
academic research, gaining new research
capacities, improving relations with
practical applications, improving work
opportunities for young scientists, sharing
methods and strategies and preparing
USJ for FP7 opportunities and for larger
network development;

» develop USJ’s cooperation capacities
and awareness raising, significantly
increasing its visibility at European level
and its participation in the 7th and future
framework programmes and setting the
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basis for long-term sustainable
collaboration after the end of the project;
» organise international events as well as
information, training, networking and
brokerage and dissemination workshops
and sessions, thus developing USJ’s FP7
skills and raising awareness about
collaboration opportunities in the health
theme in order to promote the research
capacities of USJ and to enlarge its
network.

ACTIVITIES

LEBIN will be implemented on the basis
of the twinning concept between USJ and
UNIVMED. Twinning brings together
organisations from two countries, which
put in common skills, knowledge, and data
and establish joint research activities. The
interest of implementing this kind of
partnership is to achieve closer scientific
collaboration with Lebanon and to ensure
a sustainable improvement of the
cooperation capacities of the French
twinning partner UNIVMED and especially
of the Lebanese partner USJ. The twinning
concept is based on mutual benefit and

reciprocity. It could especially help the
lesser known organisations in Europe,
such as USJ, to demonstrate in-house
research capacities and to gain new ones.
It can also contribute to the improvement
of relations between the partners by
practical applications. The twinning
approach allows the use of technologies,
methods and strategies, which are not
available to one of the partners. Finally,
putting together know-how and
experience in the common field of
research could contribute to fostering
academic research achievements with
significant scientific results in the area of
health technological development for
both parties. Twinning helps to create a
sense of a common European identity —
something that can never be imposed
from above. In order to make these
results achievable, the twinning concept
includes the implementation of different
actions. It is about short-term exchanges
of experts, setting-up of common working
groups, organisation of  scientific
workshops, joint PhD students and
practical data sharing.
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MEDCHAMPS

MEDiterranean studies of Cardiovascular disease and Hyperglycaemia:
Analytical Modelling of Population Socio-economic transitions

Period: 01/03/2009 to 28/02/2013
Total cost: EUR 3 475 602

Budget from EC: EUR 703 358
Contract number: 223075

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Non-communicable diseases (NCDs),
particularly cardiovascular diseases (CVD)
and diabetes, are increasing dramatically
in low and middle income countries. The
main reasons for this are an increase in
major risk factors, particularly increasing
obesity (as a consequence of changes in
nutrition and decreases in physical
activity), and increasing tobacco use.
Globalisation, urbanisation and an ageing
population are contributing to this trend. A
common misperception is that NCDs are
diseases of affluence, but in fact they are
common amongst poorer sectors of
populations, and age-specific disease
rates can be higher in developing
countries than in industrialised settings.
Health services in these countries,
developed to tackle acute infectious
diseases, are often not ideally organised
to promote effective care and prevention
for NCDs.

ACTIVITIES

Funding scheme: Collaborative Project
Coordinator: UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE
UPON TYNE

Website: http://research.ncl.ac.uk/
medchamps/index.html

This project will develop a CVD and
diabetes model (IMPACT) for use in this
region. After appropriate testing and
validation, we will enter data from each
of the four Mediterranean study countries
(Palestine, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey) into the
model, and validate results against
current disease levels and trends. We will
use a combination of situation analysis,
policy and document review, and
qualitative techniques to elicit the current
state of NCD policy development in the

study countries, and stakeholders’
perceptions of potentially effective
interventions. We will then use the

country-validated models to assess the
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of
selected future policies. Finally, we will
develop implementation and evaluation
plans for these policies in each study
country. The goal of this project is to
reduce the NCD burden of CVD and
diabetes.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The overall purpose of the project is to be
able to make recommendations about
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policy initiatives, both within and outside
the health sector, likely to be the most
effective and cost-effective in reducing
the burden of CVD and diabetes mortality
and morbidity in each country.
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MEDIGINE

Genetic and environmental factors of insulin resistance syndrome and its
long-term complications in immigrant Mediterranean populations (Cooperation

— Health)

Period: 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2015
Total cost: EUR 4.320.350

Budget from EC: EUR 2.996.907
Contract number: 279171

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Complex disorders such as obesity,
diabetes and metabolic syndrome
contribute to the overall mortality of
human populations. One major concern in
research in our days is the impact of
these complex diseases on the 41 million
immigrants in Europe. Both genetic and
environmental factors are sources of
differences in health among EU citizens,
very often disadvantaged by inequalities
or low income. Understanding of modern
migration requires a broader perspective
of  population  movements  across
centuries. Indeed, West Mediterranean
shores were a place of pre-historical
termini of population expansion from
Southern Europe and North Africa. The
actual diversity and immigration is an
extraordinary source for understanding
the interplay between pathogenic factors
for complex disorders. MEDIGENE project
proposes to study genetic and
environmental determinants of the
metabolic syndrome in recent immigrants
in Europe. The fundamental idea is to use
the genetic architecture of Mediterranean

Funding scheme: CP

Coordinator: UNIVERSITE MONTPELLIER |
(UM-1)

Website: www.medigene-fp7.eu

populations to better stratify populations
in case-control Genome Wide Association
Studies (GWAS) and locus refining by Next
Generation Sequencing (NGS) to detect
rare SNPs, ethnic specific and with strong
effect. The ultimate goal with clinical
applications is to considerably ameliorate
the association signal for complex
disorders.

ACTIVITIES

The project proposes to characterize the
genetic landscape of Southern Europe, the
Balkans, Anatolia and North Africa based
on archaeogenetic studies in Europe using
mitochondrial (mt) DNA, Y chromosome
and Ancestry Informative Markers (AIMs).
At the genetic level, we propose to study
the variability of almost 150 candidate
genes for insulin resistance in both
natives and immigrated populations
across the Mediterranean Sea, including
immigrants (Albanians, Romanians,
Turkish, Tunisians, Algerians and Morocco)
in host countries France, Spain, Italy and
Greece. Moreover, archaeologists in
Tarragona (Catalonia) have the
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extraordinary opportunity to study ancient
(@)DNA from Roman populations settled
between | to IV" century BC on
Mediterranean borders as an example of
historical migration.  Although both
historical and modern immigrations are
able to reveal pathogenic factors, very
likely the global burden of diabetes and
obesity in modern times is explained by

ancestral colonization of Europe by
successive waves during the late
Palaeolithic. Alimentary and lifestyle

factors are integrated components in the
collision with the genetic makeup of
Europeans. Therefore, we intend to search
potential new genes or variants as well as
gene - environment interactions for
metabolic syndrome in both immigrant
and host populations. Genetic findings will
be replicated in home countries (Anatolia
and North Africa) in the goal to develop
genetic markers which are ethnic specific
and significant at a clinical scale.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

The project will bring together the
competences of anthropologists, clinical
geneticists and demographists in the
effort to uncover the genetic susceptibility
for metabolic syndrome. These
complimentary competences of the
MEDIGENE consortium are expected to
generate new interdisciplinary research.
Particular efforts will be made to
implement at UM-1 (Montpellier) common
facilities in bioinformatics and statistics
for GWAS and NGS for all country
participants (http://medigene.synap.fr/)
and bursting R&D activities of SMEs.
Refined genetic analysis in ethnic groups
in both host and home countries will
ameliorate  the association signal,
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increasing power and better explaining
heritability in population. While insulin
resistance is currently considered through
energy allocation mechanisms, our study
will situate metabolic syndrome on a
broader perspective, as adaptation of
humans in relation with fertility,
population density, social competitiveness
and hierarchy or rural to urban transitions.
Major impact is also expected from
dissemination of our findings to prevent
the occurrence of metabolic syndrome
and obesity in children and adolescents or
in descendants of modern immigration
and to understand variability of clinical
manifestations in the context of
malnutrition. Findings from the MEDIGENE
program will have large consequences in
understanding the way of life of different
people in native countries, thus
appropriately  helping Public Health
interventions.
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N€UROMED

Mediterranean Neurosciences Network

Period: 15/11/2009 to 14/05/2013
Total cost: EUR 1 120 744

Budget from EC: EUR 1 000 000
Contract number: 245807

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES
Europe and MPCs possess a good

potential of well-trained researchers in
the field of brain function and dysfunction

in disease. However, neuroscience
remains poorly represented in
collaborative projects in the

Mediterranean and European countries.
Yet, as MPCs access the status of
developed economies, they face severe
health burdens of brain dysfunction in
relation to  developmental issues,
education, aging, neurodegenerative
diseases, mental and addictive disorders.
It is thus crucial for MPCs to invest in this
theme of research. In this context,
N€UROMED aims at supporting MPC
research institutions' infrastructure and
potential development in brain research.

ACTIVITIES

The project, built on existing
collaborations and local networks, gathers
a strong human potential from a range of
universities and research centres and
complementary expertise in basic and
clinical neuroscience. More precisely, the

project promotes and improves: (1)

Funding scheme: CSA

Coordinator: UNIVERSITE DE LA
MEDITERRANEE D'AIX-MARSEILLE 1l
Website: www.neuromedproject.eu

twinning between centres of excellence in
the EU and MPCs; (2) recruitment, training
and secondments in MPC centres; (3)
transfer of knowledge and know-how to
the MPC research centres; (4) physical
research infrastructure in MPC centres.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND OUTCOMES

Focusing on four major relevant societal
issues (neurodegenerative and mental
diseases, neuroplasticity, adaptation to
environmental stress and brain imaging),
where cooperation with EU research
entities can help increase the human
potential and physical infrastructure in
MPCs, NEUROMED will pave the way to
the creation of solid links amongst
institutions in MPCs and Turkey, and to
step up Euro—Mediterranean cooperation
in the field of neurosciences. In parallel to
the implementation of specific activities,
N€UROMED will also improve the
participation of MPCs in FP7. Finally, the
project is expected to have a broader
impact on other key EU policies as it
contributes to the fulfilment of the
neighbourhood policy, as well as the
international aspect of the European R&D

policy.
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RESCAP-MED

NCDs and their social determinants in Mediterranean partner countries:
building sustainable research capacity for effective policy intervention

Period: 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2014
Total cost: EUR 2.226.435

Budget from EC: EUR 1.986.255
Contract number: 281640

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) are
increasing dramatically in many low and
middle income countries, including in the
partner countries in this project, in the
East Mediterranean and North Africa. The
main reasons for this are an increase in
major risk factors, particularly increasing
obesity (as a consequence of changes in
nutrition and decreases in physical
activity), and high levels of tobacco use.
Globalisation, urbanisation and an ageing
population are contributing to this trend.
While there are few epidemiological
studies of NCDs in the region, research on
the health policies necessary for
managing this growing burden is scarcer
still. This project contributes to building
the research capabilities and regional
research networks necessary to address
these gaps, th